. 


I. Whether lnfanes are uncapable of Baptiſm? 
Il. Whether Infants are excluded from * by 
Chriſt? 
III. Whether it is lawful to ſeperate from a Church, 
which appointeth Infants to be Baptiſed? 


bring their Children unto Baptiſm ? 
V. Whether it is lawful to Communicate with Belie- 
vers, who were Ba their Infancy ? © 
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The Previous "Diſcourſe. 
Ls HE. better to 


—— — 


irdly, C o the init 8 
it, and the Perſons that —_ 


2 Fn The Caſe 
* Dionyl. the * Legiſlator of the Jews. Theſe two Conſiderati- 
Longin, . om of the Jewiſh Church, purely as 4 Church, and as 2 
SA. 5, Common-wealth, or as a Church under ſuch a mixture | 
with a Common-wealth ought heedfully to be diſtin- * 
guiſhed. 
1. Becauſe there is ground for ſuch a diſtinction in 
the nature ot the thing. | 
2. Becauſe this diſtinction is made by the Apoſtle, 
who was of the Seed of Abraham, an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews, and by conſequence very well qualified to 
underſtand the difference betwizt the Jewiſh Oecono- 
my as a Church, and as a Commonwealth. 
Firſt I ſay, there is a Ground for fuch a Diſtincti- 
on in the Nature of the thing, as is evident to any 
man, who is capable of conſidering the difference be- 
twixt the Church-Chriſtian before, and after its Uni- 
on with the Empire. Before its Union with the Em- 4 
pire, it ſubſiſted by it ſelf purely as a Church above 
' Zoo years, in a State of Perſecution, from Chriſt un- 
to Conſtantine the Great; and juſt ſo the Jewiſh Church 
for above 400 years ſubſiſted by it ſelf in a State of 
Peregrination and Captivity from Abraham unto Mo- 
1 wo brought them out of Egypt, and gave them. 
w. 8 
But Secondly, As there is ground for this diſtincti- 
on in the nature of the thing, ſo is it in effect made 
by the Apoſtle Gal. 3. 17. This I ſay, that the Cove- 
nant that was before confirmed of God [ with Abrahanw] 
in Chriſt, the Law which was 430 years after cannot diſa- 
- wwll, that it ſhould make the Promiſe [to Abrahams] of 
none Effe®., Here is a plain difference made between 
the Covenant or Promiſe which God made with 4 
braham and his Seed, when he ſeparated him from 
the World unto himſelf, and that Political one, whj 
he afterwards made with the Jews, when be gav 


them the Law : And this difference. is alſo 
Row. 4. 13. The Promiſe, that be ſhould be the Heir 
the World, was not given to Abraham, or to bis Seed 
through the Law, but through the 1 Faith: 
For if they which are of the Law be Heirs, Faith is made 
void, nd the Promiſe is of no of eck. 

From theſe words, which diſtinguiſh ſo plainly be- 
tween the Covenant which God made with Abraham, 
or the Promiſe, which he made unto him, and the 
Law, it is evident that the beginning of the Jewiſb 
Church purely confidered, as a Church, is to be da- 
ted fromthe Covenant which God made with Abrabam, 
and therefore in the ſecond place, the way to find our 


the nature of the Arabamical, or pure eee 
Prog 

the 

lical 


is to conſider the nature of the Covenant, or 
upon which it was founded; and if we examine 
Scriptures, we ſhall find, that it was an 
Covenant: For ſubſtance the ſame with that 1 


K — ³— ——z.. — — — — 


4 The Caſe 
To this purpoſe ſpeaketh the Apoſtle in the Fourth 
Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans, from the ꝗth. 
to the 15th. Verſe: Cometh then this Bleſſedneſs ſof 
Juſtification by Faith] upon the Circumcifion orly, or 
upon the Uncircumciſion alſo? For we ſay, that Faith 
was reckoned to Abraham for Righteouſneſs 3 how 
was it then reckon'd? When he was in Circumciſion, 
. or in Uncircumciſion? Not in Circumciſion, but in 
Uncircumciſion; and he received the Sign of Circum- 
cifion a Seal of (the Promiſes made to) the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Faith, which he had being yet uncircumciſed 
that L ſo believing before} Circumciſion] he might be the 
Father (both)of all them that believe, tho they be not 
circumciſed, that righteouſneſs might be imputed unto 
them alſo (as bis Children) and the Father of Circum- 
cifion to them, who are not of the Circumcifion on- 
ly, but (who) alſo walk in the Steps of that Faith of 
our Father Abraham, which he bad, being yet un- 
circumciſed ; for. the Promiſe that he ſhould be the 
Heir of the World (in his P feriy) was not to Abrg- 
ham, or his Seed, _ (the Righteowſneſs of) the 
Law; but through the Righteouſneſs (which cometh ) 
* Quoni- of Faith : For if t [+] which are of the Law be 
a lu bee. Heirs, (bis) Faith (ſo much celebrated) is made void, 
ben prz- and the Promiſe made (to 9 of no effect. 80 Gal. 3. 
— from Ae 5th. to the _— 85725 
æ mini unto you the (extraordinary Gifts of the" 
. Spirit, and worketh Miracles among youzdoth 2 by 
— works of the Law, or by the Faith, which you have 
del, ve heard preached, even as (it # written of) * Abraham, 
pro- 
A docuit in ed K eſt ad Galatas 
ee ere 


be) believed God, and it was imputed unto him for 


ighteouſueſs; know ye therefore, that they which 
are 


erſe : He therefore that 


C 


of Infant-Baptifm. 
are (the Children) of Faith, the ſame are the Children 
of Abraham 3 and God in the Scripture foreſecing that 
he would juſtifie the Heathen through Faith preached 
before the-Gofpel unto Abraham, ſaying, In thee ſhall 
all Nations be bleſſed. So then they which be (the 
Children) of Faith, are bleſſed with faithful. Abr 
who is the Father of them that believe. Afterwards in 
Verſe. 26. Now to Abraham, or his Seed, ar Race 
were the Promiſes | of n He, (i. e. Noor 
Moſes his Pen-man) faith, Races, 
as if there were divers of them; but to thy Seed, i. e. 
to one of thy Seed, which is Chriſt. And this I ay, 
that the ( Abrahamical)Coyenant that was before con- 


firmed by God in Chriſt, the Law, which was four 


hundred and thirty years after cannot difanull, that 
it ſhould make the Promiſe (made unto Abraham) of 
none effect. _ * 

From all theſe Texts put together, it is plain, that 
the Abrehamical Covenant, upon * the bete E. 
2 as ſuch, was founded, was 


vangelical Nature, and perſect . * ang l 
e 


led in Jeſus Chriſt, who was Ar ite Seed of 4 
brabam, and in whom all rs Earth a0e 
bleſſed, and whoſe Day Abrahaw himſelf ſaw, and re- 


| TE, It is farther evident from them, that this Co 
— was made with Abrabum, as the Father of BEGS * 


lievers, and with his 1 99 not 8 
but by {j 


from him by 


to all the Seed 8 den 


— ak ite — 
4 
Gentile, that e 80 TEE 


- ODER — — — — — Iu” 


Heirs of his Faith, as is pf frm Ron $16, 5 
fore Se bs that ſo alſo 8 » 
be by Grace; 40 e ad de | 
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6 be Caſe 
Word or Promiſe of God to them. had taken none 
effect: For they are not all (the) Iſrael which are de- 
ſcended of Tjraels neither becauſe they are the Seed of 
Abraham, are they all Children (ef God's Covenant ) 
but ('tis faid) in [ſaac ſhall thy Seed * called; [ tho' 
Abraham bad more Hoy that is (all) wich are 
the Children of the Fleſh, theſe are ers Children 
of God; but the Children of the Promiſe (only as J- 
ſaac was) are counted for the Seed. 

X phil. 33. Hence faith the Apoſtle in the name of the Chriſti- 
ans, we are the Circumciſion, which worſhip Godin 
the Spirit, and have no Confidence in the Fleſh , 
and it is one-God which ſhall juſtifie the Circumciſi- 
on by Faith, and the Uncireumciſion through Faith; 
and if ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham's Seed, and 
Heirs, according to ** Promiſe, which God made un- 
to Abraham. 

Furthermore, that this Covenant was Evangelical, 
and made with the Poſterity of Abrabam, not as his 
natural, but as his Spiritual Off-ſpring, will appear in 

anus. the third place from the initiatory Sacrament into it, 
which was Circumciſion, or cutting off the Fore-skin 
of the Fleſh; as it is written, Tor Ce l the 
+5 N ira Fore-skin of your Fleſh, and it ſhall 
* . — fe, began, betwixt me and you. Hence the 


. 


Suri miperogic, =#- which it was the Sign, is called by * St. Stephen, the 
7 en. Covenant of Circumciſion; and Circumci onthe 


bar, Diet den Fryph- other hand is called by St. P.xl, the Seal of the 
p. 260. & r Thy ««reouſneſs of Faith; Faith, or Faithful Obedience 
—— a —. g the Condition of chat Covenant which God re- 
76d, is "End, xd quired of the Children of Abraham, and which they 
fe Enron ifed to It 2 ified the Circumci- 

of thet 5 as unto the of 
Pe 26, Sion Circumciſe ; th 2 


10. 16. mn Din 30; 6. e 


Hen Been 
cumciſe thine heart, and the hearts of thy Seed, ibat ther” 
mayeſt love the Lord thy God with all thine Heart, and 
with all oper Jew _ thou wayeſt ite. And ee, 
unto this 97 of Circumciſion, St. 
Paul ſaith — — a Jew, which is owt . 
wardly, neither is that Circumciſion, which is outwardly 
in the "Fleſh, but le is a Jew, which is one inwardly; an 
Circumciſion is that of t Heart, in the Spirit, and not in 
the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of- Mew, but. of God. 

As to the Perſons who were capable of initiation 
into the Jewiſh Church by this Sacrament, we have a 
_ plain account at the inſtitution of it in Gez:Chap. 

Iwill (faith God unto Abrabaw) eftabliſh my Co- 
—_ between Me, and thee, -and.thy Seed after thee" 
for an Everlaſting Covenant to lea God unto ther, and thy- 
Seed after thee—— Thou ſhalt keep my Covenant there-- 
fore thow and thy Seed after thee in their Generations ; — 
* [ The Token of ] r ee 


2 — 
e ee 


Covenant betwixt me and Jun, + be that i eight days old 
— are in your Gene 


is plan, 7 ao 

Firſt, That Giatiles wh my bon of *Gearile, _ = 
Parents in Alrabum s Houſe, or bought with his Mo- , i. 
ney, as — LEI de NOW a> 


888 « ppungat ah Sic 


The Caſe 
Race of Abraham were the Children of the Covenarr, 
and that when God promiſed to be aGod to him, and 
his Seed- after- him, he meant the Children of his 
Faith. Hence in all Ages of the Jewiſb Church, if any 
Gentiles embraced the * Faith and Religion, they 
were admitted into it by Circumeiſion, and thereupon 
reckoned among the Poſterity of Abrabam, and the 
peculiar People of God, although they were not the 
Children of Abrabam according to the Fleſh. There 
were great numbers of Gentiles thus converted to the 
Jewiſh Faith and Religion, and . like wild Bran- 
ches into the Olive-Tree, in all the Ages of the Jewiſh 
Church. Not to mention particular Perſons, weread 
that many of the Medes and Perſians became Jews in 


* Sed a the time of » Efter 8. 17. * Likewiſe, in the 
Le time of Devid and Solowon, vaſt numbers of the neigh- 


bouring Countreys embraced Judaiſm, and in the time of 
Hyrcanws the whole Nation of the Idumeans turned 
ew, and lived in their own C according to the 

% Rites. This ſhort account of the Jewiſh Proſe- 
ytes may fatisfie any Mar, who is not perverted be- 
yond cure, that the Churchof the Jews was not found- 
—— nor conſtituted by — 1 

y Spiritual Regeneration, as u iſtian 

and that thoſe, who were then related unto God, 6 
Members of his Church were ſo, becauſe they were 
theSpiritual Seed of Abrahaw, who then was and (till 
is the Father of the Church, and Church Members, to 
whom be is related not in his Natural, but in bis Reli- 
gious Capacity, as he was a Believer, and the Father 
of all thoſe that believe. | 

But Secondly, It is manifeſt from this Scriptural ac- 
countof perſons to be Circumciſed, that Circumcifion 
was an Ordinance of Latitude, comprehending Perſons 
of all Ages, and that Children, and ag"! 

| | Axxl 


9 
F Intant-Dat 9 


arrived at years of Difegetian, who 1 were a 
ted, as to ſomeends of Circumciſion, | 1 7 
ſtanding to be ſolemnly initiated by it, as well as 
e Meyn, who werecapableof all, God was 0 
them his; nay, they were his Pre as much as 
their Parents of whom they deſcended, helooked up- 
on them as holy and ſeparate, and as Candidates of of 
the Covenant, and he thought them ſo well qualified 
for admiſſion 1 70 it Le he would nothaveit Pt off 
beyond the eig 
He that is 8 cy 75 old, or as it is in the Original, 
a Son of eight days, ſhall be circamcis'd among you, 
God was ſofar from excludingof them from Sacramen- 
tal Initiation upon the 1 *＋ of 3 | jo fog 


i rd) tx fr time of 
* 5. NG 

, 

always u 


dledted by God 


1 


i 
=» = 


5 Lell. 
9, 2. 21* 
and , 
Dod um. 
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Children with their Parents, and look upon them as 

Holy upon their account, it is no wonder that he 

ſhould oblige them to dedicate, and devote them be- 

times unto him, by ſolemn initiation into his Church. 

I ay, he called and elected them in their Parents, and 

with them ſeparated them unto hiafelf from tte 
World, and, agreeably to the nature of this Gracious 
Cal), and ſeparation, he made it a ſufficient qualificati- 
on for their actual admiſſion intathe Church, by the 
initiating Ordinance, which the Children as Heathens 
were not capable off, becauſe they were not ſo called, 
and choſen, and ſeparated of God. 

This was ground erongh for their admiſſion into the 
Church, and for God to look upon them, as Believetz, 
though they could not 1 ke opt J. e Engr 
Faith, as Abraham did before he was Bapti | 

Fel den de is certain, after the example of. Abrabaw, all adult 
Sedrd.2- Proſelytes did. But though Abraham prof 


3 Faith before be was Circucheiled, Face the'x 
ol dhe Prociſe was Circumelled before he profefiedor 
could profeſs his Faith, becanfe it he tived he whs as 
ſure to ptoſeſi it by vertue of his and Election 
asany adult Proſelyte was to continue in the Profefli- 


r 

"Yo he in Hive" the Pi end Penn: fe ra 
i #ac- ther, or, if the Child had hone, dt the Suſceptor or 
hab. a. 46. God-father, and of, the Co 


he .waz "Citcutncil 
159, the Jews ro.be 
4.2.4 . Falth and, Conſene. They had" 
1d. Ii · c 3. the arbor th Dem n 
and 14 Pater 
ing, Or elp & 1 UMCIHO , * [ 
Children, Who we 3 Wed 4m 
kers,of the Covenant, 
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co * Is . Every 
leſh of ares Rem is — Wer 
be cut off from his Peopl 2 Fey Eh 
and therefore if rg es Parents, 
bring their Children to —— 7 


— much more their AQ in EEE it 0 4 


— Children u | 
their Parents ; or ot TI 
as it were imputing it to them for their own my 
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Peet ue g Dr. Taylor of. ende a, 


Having now diſcourſed of the Original, od 
Evangelical Nature of the Jewiſh Church. and the-lnj- 
tiatory Sacrament of it, and the perſons that were 
initiated thereinto, I now proceed to make a ſem Ob- 
ſervations upon the Alteration of it, from abe Mo- 
ſeicel imo the Chriſtian 4 or from the Lo- 
gal State ot it under the Old T inso che E- 
vangelical under the New. 

"Por as it was the — the Law 
that it was before it ; ſo it ſtill remains for 
Subſtance under the Goſpel, thatit ununder the Law. 
The Foundation is the ſame, tho” t 
and Faftven'of GieHloulobk ery:ilirins: Hes ad 

2 


— 


wil Te Ce VC) 
bam is (tilt the Father of the Faithful; and we that 
believe under the Goſpel, are as much his Seed, and 
Children, in God's prime Intention, and the true 
meaning of the Words, as thoſe that were Believers 
under the Lax. | 
Hence it comes to paſs, that the Church-Chriſtian 
is called in the New Teſtament, the New and Super 
nal Jeraſelem' to let us know, that Chriſtianity is 
nothing but Spiritual Juda in, the ſame City new refor- 
med, conſtituted upon a new Chatter, bleſſed with more 
noble and ample Priviledges than formerly; and e- 
very way better built, and more Augult than it was. 
Thus in Rev, 3:12. Unto him that otercometh (faith 
the Son of Man) I will write the name of 'my God, and 
the name of the city of my God, which is Jeruſalem, 
which i come down ont of Heaven, from ay God, that 
is, I will acknowledge him that holds out to the end 
fbr à perſon truly godly, and for a true Member of 
the pure Catholick Chriſtian- Church, 'which is the 
| . 4 Fernſalem deſcended from above. And fo 
p. 21. 2. 1 ſaw the Holy City" New Jeruſalem 
coming down from God, down out of Heaven 
red ar 4 Bride, adorned for her Husband, - ng 
9. — So in Gala. 4 Jernſalem which is 
or the Supernal Jeruſalem is [a] free cy 
which is the Mother of us all. | 
Hence alſo it comes to paſs, that St. Peter in his 
firſt General Epiſtle, calls the-Chriſtians by thoſe pro- 
per Titles and Appellations which God gave unto the 
Jews, as unto his — People, vis. a choſen Ge- 
weration, a Royal Prieſthood, an Holy Nation, 4 — 
culiar People ʒ which muſt needs imply, that the Chriſti 
an Church is fundamentally, and radically the ſame 
with the ancient Church of the Jews. Accordingly 
St. Paul, tho he was the Doctor of the Gentiles, yet 
oo 


Jay they are Jews but are not, Rev. 3 9.2.9, Indeed, as Ju 
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compared the calling of them to the of the 
wild Olive-Tree into the old Olive - Trees Stock. It 


ſome of the Branches (ſaith * he-unto them); be bro 11. 


ken off [through Dnbelief] andthou.being a wild O- 
live Branch, was dab i amongſt them; and with 
them partakeſt of the Root and Fatneſs of the [ Auci- 
ent Olive - Tree, boaſt not againſt the Branches 1 
of — if thou boaſtſ remember that Ithou beareſt not 
the Root, but the Root thee ; and aſterwards, I 
thou wert cut off from the Olive- Tree, which is wild 

by Nature, and wert grafted contrary to [ thy h 


Nature into a good Olive Tree, hoe much more 


theſe , Jews] which be the natural Branch- 
es, be re-grafted into their own Olive - Treeꝰ. From 
this Compariſon it is plain, that the Jewiſh and Chri- 
ſtian Church are the ſame in the Root and Stock - 
And from this radical Argument that is bet wixt them, 
it proceeds, that St. Jobs in his Symbolical way of 
Writing in the Apocalyps, calls the Chriſtians Jews |: - 
Behold | will make them of the Synagogue of Satan which 


daiſm was nothing but myſtical Chriſtianityʒſo Chriſtia- 
nity is nothing but reformed Judaiſe, which made our 

Saviour, who was the Reformer oſ it, ſay unto the Irm, 
Think not that I am. come to deſtroy the Law, ai 


the Prophets; I am not come to deſtroy; but to per- 


fect and fulfill. And unto his Diſciples, who under 
him were to be Maſter-Builders of his Houſe, he ſaid,” 

That a Scribe, or Doctor tightly ĩuſtructed unto the 
Kingdom of God, was like a Man that is an Houſhol- 
der, who bringeth out of his Store-houſe things both 


new and old. Thereby as Jrenexs. obſerve: 
de und ben z fret ry. dere Te- 
2 that was fit to make a Workman of the new. 
The old Teſtament and legall. Oeconomy wn: 


ff 


Fn 
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his —— and Storehouſe, out of which he was 


to fetch many ſerviceable pieces for the new Building; 

and accordingly our Saviour, tho' in reforming the 

Houſe of Moſes, he was fain to pull it down, that it 

might be enlarged, yet both he that began the Re- 

formation, and his Apoſtles, who finiſhed it, like 

Men that were Houſe-holders, uſed much of the Old 

Timber and Materials, and conformed it too, as much 

„pr Hs, a8 they, could after the manner of the old. They 

mend of l. introduced as much of Judaiſm into the Chriſtian 

fat . Religion, as the nature of the Reformation would 

tiſm. well bear, and adhered as much as they could to the 

old, both in the Matter and Form of the new Oeco- 

nomy ; and laid by few Jewiſh Rites and Cuſtoms, but 

ſuch as were fulfilled in Chriſt and Chriſtianity, as the 

Antitype and Subſtance of them ; or elſe ſuch as were 

inconſiſtent with the Nature of the Church-Chriſti- 

an, as it was to be a manly, free, and univerſal 
Church. 

Theſe were the two reaſons for which Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ſo much altered the Face of the Church 
from what it was under the Moſaical Oecomomy, Firlt, 
becauſe very many of the Jewiſh Rites and Ceremo- 
nies were || fulfilled in Chriſt and Chriſtianity; and 
Secondly, becauſe many of them were inconfiſtent 
in rebus with the nature of a manly, free and univerſal Church, 


ror, dt an- ſuch as Chriſt intended his ſhould be. 


4 


titypus in 

locum ſuccedat, eumque adeo loco moveat, ut ſimul atque adfir, nullus 
1p cum le be nullus uſus reperiatur. Ontramss de Lib. 2. c. 16. 
p- 204. 


Firſt, then, many of the Eccleſiaſtical rites, and uſages 
of the Jews were laid aſide, at the time of Reformation, 
becauie they were fulfilled in Chriſt, as the A 


7 


and Subſtance of them, as is plain from the words ot the 
Apoſtle, 2 Coll. 16. Let no man judge you in Meat, or in 
drin, or in reſpect of an Holyday,or of the new Moon:, or 

of 


of Infaut-Baptiſm. 


of the Sabbath 4 which are a Shadow of 285 
that are to come 10 paſf; but the Body 


that is to ſay, Let no man impoſe — — 
rhe of Moſaical Abſtinenceor condemn you _ 
ing and drinking things prohibited hy the 2 
ligion, or for not obſerving theit Feaſts, New 

and Sabbaths, which are but Types of Chriſtianity; 
and therefore ought to be laid aſide. The like 
doth ſhew in bis Epiſtle to the Hebrews, concerning 
the Temple, Prieſthood, Altar, $acrifices, and the 
whole Temple. Service; as is plain from many Paſſa- 
ges, whereof I ſhall recite ſome. The Prieſthood be- 
ing changed, there is made alſo of neeeſſity a change 
in the Law, chap. 7. 22. The Holy Ghoſt , this 
wifging thereby, chat the way into the bolie(t of all, 
was not yet made manifeſt; while; as the firſt Taber- 
nacle was yer ſtanding; which was but a Figure for 
the time then preſent, in which were offered both 
ons by Te that * 420 make him that 
di Sl ad claamſed] as pertaiding to 
the Conſcience, wh or confiſted 2 ' 
cram ſe of Mens and Driaks, and divers im | 
ings, and other carna Ocdigances impoſed on 8 N 
[45 Thpes] until the time of Reformation (i 


8, 4 10. 80 ver. 24, Curl Cal . . 
EN Fs ice] is not entred into the > = gr ' 
made ke, e which are the Figures of 
And afterall, ch.\z0;4. dhe Law — 00a Sha- | 


do oſ th t ant the Solidi- 

rr . 

2 | Sacnifices, which they offered year by year 
e cherrunto per- 


continually make me 
_ Foul 8 
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16 be Caſe 


applied-to Chriſt and Chriſtianity by the Writers un- 
der the New. Beſides what occurs in the Apoſtles 
Writings, there is much to the fame purpoſe in the 
Epiſtle of ffs Me which — very ancient ; the 
Dialogue of Juſtin Martyr, with 7rypho the Jew; and 
the Fourth 15 of Irenews, who after alte up- 
on rhany typical things, and perſons in the Old Te- 
ſtament, at laſt concludes in the 38th. Chapter, Nihil 
enim vacuum, nibil ſine ſigno; that almoſt every thing 
in it was typical, and had a myſtical Reference to 
ſomething under the New. | 

But Secondly, as many of the Eccleſiaſtical Rites, 
and Uſages of the Jewiſh Church were taken away, 
becauſe they were fulfilled in Chriſt and Chriſtianity, 
ſo many others were annulled, as being inconſiſtent 
with the uature oftheChurch-Chriſtian,asit was to be 
a manly, free, and univerſal Church. 

Firſt, as it was to be a Manly Church in oppoſition 
to the legal Pedagogy of the Jews, as St. Pan called 
it in ſaying, That the Law was but a School-maſter to 
bring them unto Chriſt | Gal. 3. 24. J and that the Jews 
were under it as Children are under Tutors,and Gover- 
nours, until the time appointed by the Father, the 
Fulneſs of Time, when God ſent forth his Son, cha. 
1, 2, 3, 4-] Hither we may refer abundance of thoſe 

which concerned their Waſhings, and Puri- 
fications, or their Abſtinence from menſtruous Wo- 
men, and unclean Creatures, which God impoſed up- 
on them in that State of Minority, chiefly to lecture 
unto them moral Purity and T te: For they 
had childiſh Underſtandin were, like Children, 
to be inſtructed by Symbols, and Symbolical 


I e their Phy lacteries, 
15. 38. Speak wnto the Children of Ifracl, and 


bid them that they make Fringes in the Borders of their 
| Garment: 


(Garments t ener ation, put 
pon the 12 of 6 Frag — —— 
anqhit ſhall be unto you for a} ringe. tat you may _ 
on it, and remember all the Commandments of the Lord 
and do then, and that ye jerk not after your own heart, 
and your own eyes, after 255 uſe ſo go aH boring. 
But Secondly, as many of them Rires and emo 
nies were annulled at the æime of Reformation, be- 
cauſe they were inconſiſtent with the manly nature of 
the Chriſtian Religion, ſo others wer apnulled, be- 
cauſe they were not eonſiſtent with the tee nature of 
it, in oppoſition to the Servile nature of the 
Church, which is excellently ſet forth hy the 
Gal. 4. 22, Cc. Alrabam had two Sone, ——— 
Bond · maid, the other by a Free- woman, but he that 
was born of the Bond- maid was born to the ä 
Fleſh, but he that was born of the Free-woman, was 
born [( 1 2 Promiſe mhich Gad made unt 
rig ade — hings are an $: ſor theſe 
. {| two Namen are the % Covenants. The one the 
— h. was made on Mount . — 
gendreth to , and this was Ager. For this 
2 ee Mount Sas in and an- 
Jern/alew which. — CAM an 
— — Te , But ¶ Sarab the 
a which Da —— ot 's 


andag, and Se _— | 
ch if a Man 
in i es to the Days, Weeks, Months, 

which — they 7 — bound to obſerves 


ee r mee hinod — wer 


eh om. 
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make of clean-from unclean Animals ; the Rules and 
Ceremoniesthey were bound to obſerve arBirths,Mar- 
riages, Burials at Bed and Board, at Home and A , 
in Sickneſs andiin Health nay, even in Plowing, 
ing, and Reaping, he ſhall find that they were left al- 
molt in nothing to their on Freedom and Diſcreti- 
on, but that the Obſervances, to which they were 
bound in almoſt all their Actions, took up half of their 
nme. 05 . . | 
Such a burdenſom ard . os . was that 
under which the Jews lived, but yet how ſevere and 
flaviſh ſoever it was, it was ſuitable to the ſlaviſn tem- 
per oi that People, upon whom God impoſed all theſe 
.CarnalOrdinaricesforthe hardneſs of their hearts, and 


3 propenſion ton kdolatry, as * Juſtin Martyr often ob- 
Tre ſerves 


in his Dialogue with the Jew. 


e They were apt to forget God, and therefore he 
GE loaded bow 0 many Divine RitesandObſervati- 
eon that at alb kimes and phcesand in every action, they 
PTE —_— be'put in mind of bim, and this Ceremon 


heavy upon them, That it Was little les 
then intoberable, according to St. Peter, who ſaid, 
Why tempt-y Goalto-pat — Neek "the Diſ- 


his ho ſaid in the Council at 'Feru/4 
1ieving Phariſees, 'who ta t it was ricedful to 
Circumciſe NN More 16 pre nadie — — ant 
themto f w, not yet ri er- 
nding,. or belſev 1 Rags. yu ils . 
coming to fer't from the Mdfaic Obſetvaners, 
as the then declared, and as St. Paul after- 
Galatians 


lem, againſt the be- 


into ts error, Bying, S tend faſt ile h the Liber- 


' . 4 
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Hither 


aiplenn we wor our Fathers were able do her? 


Of Infor: Bipeiſm. 


"Hither therefore we are torefer the anni t ſo 
much of any particular ſort of nes as of 
the whole Maſs of them even the diſſolution of the 


whole Ceremonial! Law, of whichtheJewravere grown 
weary, and with which they had been ſor a long time 
heavy laden, when Chriſt called them to take his Yoke 
and Burden upon them, Which was to be ſo eafie and 
light. | 9012 e 
But then in the laſt place, as the obligatoryforceof 
all the Jew/ſþ Rites and Ceremonies were taken away, 
becauſe they were inconſiſtent with the free natureof 
the Chriſtian Church : So ſome more eſpecially were 
annulled, as being inconſiſtent with-the -univerſaliey 
of it, as it was to be a Catholick'Chareh.- © » / 


Neighbou 
= their Idolatrous Neighbours from being too fan — 
liar and well acquainted with them. Such as theſe * 


were thoſe of not rounding the Corners of their Heads,” 
and of not ſbaving of the Corners of their Beards, of 
not lerting'rheir Cel gender with'divers Kinds, of 
not ſowing their Fields with mingled Seed; nor their 
Vineyards with divers Seeds 3 of not ing with an 
Ox and an Aſs and 9 | | 
Linnen and Woolen. 2 thefe; and 
other things in oppoſition to the neighbouring Idola - 
trous Nations, that there might be a mutual ftrangene@# 


and hat red berwixt them, and thathy t 
Ceremonial Singular ĩties, they might be 
from the reſt of the World. But then Chriſt 
break down the middle wal of Partition herwixt 
Jews and S and to aboliſh the Enhmity 
nances that was berwixt' them, that he might make 
Peace une oe 

D 2 Body 


. * 
" 2 
, , „ 
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- 
0 * 7 * , 
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Body in the Croſs, it was requilite to this end, that he 
ſhauld aboliſn theſe, and all other diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racters betwixt them, which would ha ve hindreq; the 
Progreſs of the Goſpel; had it been elogg d with Jew- 
i/þ Rites and Cetemonies, which were become fo odi - 
ous, and ridicvlouwto all the Gentile World. 

In particular, For this reaſon he was obliged to. 
change the Initiatory Sacrament, and the Seal of the 


Covenant of Grace, I mean Circumciſion, by which the 


The anti» 
ont Egyoti- 


ans, Ethio- 
pians, TL, ma- 


Chiens, 


Jura 


elites, Chol- 


Fleſh- and 
Lordis to be admired in changing of it into the eaſy - 
and practicable Ceremony of 


Jews — — a few* Nations), were diſtinguiſhed. 
from all the World. 

They were become odious and ridiculous to all 
other People upon the account of it, and for this rea- 
ſon it would have been a mighty bar to the Progreſs. 


of the Goſpel, had the Gentiles been to be initiated 
Anda thereby. 
lum. Mart. 


3 Judzus Apelles. Horat. Ferro fuccideric inguinis oram. Petron. Mox & præpu 

t. 

circumciſed. Le. Let hin not uſt means to attra the Preputium, which the Jews did often to » 
avoid Shane, and Perſecution is Gentile Gountreys. 


Juven. 1 Cor. 7. 18. Þ any Mas called, bring circumciſed, let him not be un- 


Furthermore, it alone was reckoned as a grievous. 


burden by reaſon of the painful and-bloody nature of” 
it 5 de 

conſiſtent with the free and eaſy nature of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; for if Zipporah was ſo much offended . 
at Moſes, and called. him a bloody Husband upon the 
account of it, we may well. preſume how much 
the Gentiles would have been offended at the 
2 at their Doctrine, upon the account 
t 


or that Reaſon alſo waslaid aſide, as being in- 


No Religious Rite could be more ungrateful to 
and therefore the Wiſdom of our 


ptiſm; which was of. 
- . 
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more univerſal Ggnificancy, and which * s (as; es 
Paganiſm was nothing but Judaiſm — te 


Devil) practiſed, as oi as Jews, 


ido'orum myſterin 8 tingit & ipſe quoſdam, utique credenres, ac fdeles ſuos 
£——Cczterum fi Nun ſuperſtitiones tevolyamus nonne maniſeſte diabolus 

moroſitatem illam Judairz legis imitatus eſt 7 Terrull. de p:2(crip. betet. c. 40. O 

Limiumfaciles Qli triſtia crimina c2dis tolſi flunũnea poſſe putatis aqui. 


Hitherto I have given the Reaſons of altering the 
Jewiſh Economy, and of reforming of it into the Chri- 
[tian Church, but then my undertaking obliges me to 


prove what before lobſerved, that 


* Chriſt and his Apoltles,who were 


the Reformers of it, did build with 
many of the old Materials, and con- 
ſormed their new houſe, as much as 


they could, after the Platſorm of 


the old. This will appear from _ 


Baptiſm it ſelf, which was a Cere- 
— by which Proſelytes both 
Men, Women, and Children were 
initiated into the Jewiſh Church. 


Though it were but a mere hu- 


mane Inſtitution, or, as the diſſent- 


ing Parties uſually phraſe it, a mere 


humane invention 3 yet ſo much reſpect had our bleſ | "4 
ſed Lord for the Antient Orders and Cuſtomes of the "2 
Jewiſh Church, that being obliged to lay by Circum- 

mentioned, he conſecrated 


ciſion for the reaſons above 


this inſtead of it to be the Sacrament of initiation into 
RigbteouſneG of Faith. 
$6 likewiſe the otheg Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
was certainly of * Jewiſh Original, ashath been ſhew-* mede 


e = 


his Church, and a Seal of the 


p. . We. apc. Numb. 11 


— 


* Veriffimmms enim eft, quod vir 
doRiſhmus Ruge Broxghtowes ad 
Daniclem notavit. Nullss 4 Cori- 
n 
tũ opuſc. Tom. 3. p. 320. Set Dr. 
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ed by many Learned Men, and the Correſpondence 
of the Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons, to the High- 
Prieſt, Prieſts and Levites, doth ſhew that the Subor- 

dination of the Chriſtian Hierarchy is taken from the 
Jewiſh Church, as St. Jerome obſerves in his Epiſtle to 
vagrits. Et ut ſciamus traditiones Apoſtolicas ſumptas 
de veteri Tejtamento, quod Aaron, &. fil: ejus, & Levite 
in templo fuerunt, hoc 2 Epiſcopi, & Presbyteri & dia- 
conivendicent in Eccleſia. Mbat the High- Prieſt, Prieſts, 
and Levites, were in the Temple, that the Biſhops, Presby- 
ters, and Deacons, are inthe Church according to Apoſto- 
lical Conſtitution taken from the Old Teſtament. 
Hither alſois to be referred that wonderful Corre- 
ſpondence betwixt the Prieſt-hood and Altar of the 
ewiſh and Chriſtian Church, as it is moſt excellent- 
*1o ts I diſcourſed by the Learned, and Pious Mer. 


-Diſcourſe Dodwell. 


concern - 
ing the one Altar, and the one Prieſthood, &c. 


To all which, I may add many otherInſtitutions, as 
that of || Excommunication,and of the ritual perform- 
Al MH - ance of Ordination, Confirmation, and Abſolution 
great Ex- of Penitents by Impoſition of hands, all which are of 
Dikipes Jewiſh Orignal. 
of Bap- 
tim. Numb. 11. Lightfoot on 1 Corinth. Chap. $. Verſ. 3. 


Likewiſe, the Obſervation of the antient Love- 
Feaſts before the Holy-Euchariſt, which for their 
* Concil, Extream inconvenience, were taken away by the * 


— Churches authority; the uſe of Feſtivals and Faſts ;the 


. 24- 


Inſtitution of the Lord's day, which is nothing but the 
Sabbath tranſlated. In a word, the manifold and al- 
moſtentire Correſpondence of the Church in her pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, and Worſhip with the Symagegue, as it 
is 


of Tnfamt-Bapriſm. 


is ſet. forth by Mr, Thorndike, in his book of Re 
Aſſemblies, even to the ang uſe of the 2 


word, Amen. 


Rom. 11, 36. Eph. 3. 21. Phil. 4. 20 os 1. 17. Hebr. 23- 2. 1 11. 
Athan. Apol. ad conſt. 


Rev. 1. 16. Rev. 1. 7. Juſt. Mart. Ap. 2. p. 97+ Tren. l. a. c. 10. 
nper. p. 683. 

Hitherto I have made a ſhort Previous Diſcourſe 
concerning many uſetul Particulars. As 

Firſt, Concerning the begingiog, orOriginal of the 
Jewiſh Church. 

Secondly, Ouncerning the Nature of it. 

Thirdly, Concerning the initiatory Sacrament in- 
toit, and the Perſons that were capable of Initia- 


tion 
And Laſtly, Concerning the alteration ol it from 
the Legal into the Evangelical Diſpenſation; where- 
in l have briefly ſhewed the true, grounds of that bleſ- 
ſed es were of Aer how tender Chriſt, any by A- 
les mig, tering or rejecting, more was © 
5 ing more then was needful from - 
che Jew — Seel 
t 


heſe things] thought neceſſary to be diſcour- 
ſed ol Præcognita] to fit and prepare the Reader's 
to underſtand the State of the Controverſy. a- 
bout Infant-Baptiſm, as it is 5 
. neſtions. . dafants are . 
capable of . 2. Whether they.are- 5 75 
Baptiſm 2 3. Whether it is to ſeper 
a Church 200 ot ate ants tobe 
ther it be the duty Chris Parents to bring 
dren unto Baptiſm ? '5. Whether it is l. 0 
nicate with believers, who were baptized in 
Tadian theſe 5 Coroprebent VE y abe 
Ba in theſe 5 henſ! 
np ly proceed the ſtating 
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have ſhew d, that Circumciſion wasa Sacrament of equal 
Significancy, Force, and Perſection with Baptiſm,and that 
Baptiſm ſucceededin the room of it, not as the Antitype 
ſucceeded in the place of the Dye, but as one poſitive 
Inſtitution ſacceeds in the place of another, and this alſo 
is neceſſary to be foreknown by the Reader, becauſe the 
© Anabaptiſts endeavour to ſhift off the force of many 
good Arguments, which otherwiſe arenot to be eva- 
ded, by ſaying that Circumcifion under the Old Te- 
ſtament,was a Type of Baptiſm under the New. 

Now to ſhew that Circumcifion was not a Type 
but only the Fore-runner of Baptiſm, we muſt note, 
that ſtrictiy and properly ſpeaking, there was the 
ſame difference betwixt the Type and the Antitype, 
asbetwixt-the Shadow, and the Subſtance, or betwixt 

* Deinde a Man and his Picture in a Glaſs ; * infomuch, that 
(quod , what was really, literally, and properly in the Anti- 
— type, and of perfect = and Power, was gene- 
dum) id rally, but Symbolically and repreſentatively in the 
— Type, and figurative of ſomething, which did in a 
& Typam more noble, perfect, eminent, and efficacious manner 
— belong to the Antitype, then it did to it. 


Anti — — —ä kr — 
rit. Enimvero quamvis Typus nonnunquam rem aliquam cum commu- 
— — 1 , ee 
fra ut vis rei adumbrantis virtutis in ad umbratã repertz nil nifi Symbolica 
quzdam Species, aut tam exilis gradus fuerit, ut pro umbri quadam haberi pofſir. 
Outramus di Sacrif. I. 2. c. 18. | | 


Thus the blood of the Legal Sacrifices were but 
Shadows, and Repreſentations of the Blood of Ghriſt, 
and the purging and cleanſing Virtue in their Blood, 
ſerving to the purifying of the Fleſh, was alſo but a 
faint and umbratical reſemblance of the more nuble 
and efficacious cleanſing Virtue of his Blood which 
purges the Conſcience from dead works. So the Bra- 
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* 


- af o . mY N io 
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zen Serpent was Nn of Chtiſe 
1 the healing Virtue | 
wit, was but a figure, or ſhadow of that more 
eminent, and powerfully healing Virtue, which was 
in Jeſus Chriſt. But the caſe is not ſo betwixt Cir- 
cumciſion, and Baptiſm, becauſe Circumciſion bath ne 
Symbolical likenels wich Baptiſm, nor any thing be- 
longingto! it common with Baptiſm, which doth not as 
literally, properly, fully, and eminently velang un, 
to it, as unto Baptiſm it ſe 
For Firſt, Is Baptiſm a Sacrament of initiation into 
the Covenant of Grace under the Goſpel? So was Cir- 
cumciſion before,and under the Law. Is Baptiſm now 
2 RN 
cifion t it properly, eſſectually con- 
firm and eſtabliſh the Covenant betwixt God and us 
now? Sodid Circumciſion then, as it is written, you 
ſhall Circumciſe the Fleſh of your Fore-skin, and it 
2a Thos of Gs Corpo, ee 


riſ, no more then the 1 
Tears mmm | 


y it 8never me 
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— wikch ane rs 


t on the contrary, 
Wan yd. 
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The Firſt, is the Baptizing of the Iſcaaliles in the 
"_ * Red-Sea. 1 * —— ge the Red - Sea is a Type 
Jud Sacra. Of the Water aptiſm,their-paſſing th h it, wh 
men- they were delivered from Pharoah and bis Hoſt Type 
tum muß of our through that, and of our deliverance 


un, Di- 
cens nolo enim vos ignorare. ————— Et addidit, dicens hae aurem omaia figurzno- 
ſtræ ſunt. Cyprias. Cp. 69. Ed. Ox. | | 


l. Waters did prefigure our through the 
Ep. 74a of Baptiſm in the Ark of Fe Ch. | 


um contra 
E ben, & in Firmiliax Ep. conrecandem 
— — — 


Epiſtad ia. & in By, 69. Qupd © 


nuke 
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Buras for Ci 


balical | 2 
as real, and ſubſtantialan rdinanon, an Bapti _ 


Antityge did in > Type, but & ung a 
2 — or politive. Inſtitution datt in the 
place af another, according to the Apolile, who faith . 
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, ra definiri poſſe viderur, ut — 
ira a Deo comparatum, ut ipfius 
autem lea prefiguratur ud Anticſpus dici ſolet. 


with 


"But, Baptiſtn was it ſelf of 
the Of T Rtamene 3 and by 


and prefigared 
by A COON, e 


Os 


pel, ; 
Sacrament, orthe fullfoioe — 
D of the Covenant, and « Seat” of the 
of Faith. | 
e . Pele 
| has _ riſm®? 
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cerning the Spiritual and Evangelical Nature of the 
Covenant, which God made with Abrabam, and the 
initiation of young Children into it hy God's eſpecial 
appointment, cannot without raſhneſs be affirmed. No- 

ing can refſect more diſhonour upon the Wiſdom of 
30d, and the practiſe of the Jewiſh Church then to al- 
ſert Infants to be uncapable of the ſame privilege, which 
God, and the Jewiſh Church unto-them. For 
God commanded them to be Carcumciſed, and the Jew-. 
0 Church commanded them to be Baptized, as well 
adult Proſelytes, and if they were then Capable both 
of Circumciſion, and Baptiſm, ſurely they are capable 
of Baptiſmnow, 

If they be not, from whence comes the difference? 
Not from the Nature of the Covenants, for the Cove- 
nant, which God made with Abrabam, and his Seed, 
was, as I: to have ſhew'd the ſame Covenant for ſub- 
ſtance, which he hath ſince renew d with us in Chriſt. 
Nor from the Signs and Seals of the Covenants for, - 
Circumciſion. was a Sign and Seal of. the ſame Grace, 
or of the ſame Righteouſneſs of Faith under the Old- 

+ * Teſtament, that Baptiſm is now under the New. | 

W ſinoe the Covenants were for ſubſtance. 
the ſame, both Spiritual and Evangelical 
and the Grace of thoſe Covenants the very ſame, 
only the Rites and Ceremonies which were Signs of 
thoſe Covenants, and Seals of that Grace being diffe- 
rent; what hinders in the nature of the thing, but 
that Infants who were capable of theone, d not. 
alſobe capable of the other? Is Baptiſm a more Spiri-' 
tual Ordinance then Circumcifion? That cannot be,, 
becauſe Circumciſion is a Goſpel-Ordi 3 I mean, * 
an Ordinance of the Goſpel which God preached deſore 
unto Abraham, and if the Spirituality of outward Or- 


dinances 
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of Initiation to the ſame Spiritual Seed of Ar e 
that Baptiſm now im. 0 Ui 9 

., Wherefore, if the relative nature of Gircumcifion; . © 
oonſidered as a Sacrament, was the ſame under the 
Law, that Baptiſm is under Goſpel, it muſt needs fol- 


low, that. Children under the areas c Fe 2 | 
ol this ſu D —— x = 7. i 
as under the Law, they were of that zif Infant C 


Memberſhip, or the-Initiation of Infants was 9 
abſurdity , ſurely it can be none now: H ꝙ ͥ F œ᷑Fre 
under the Old Teſtament vouchſaſed it as a gracious + Heres 


Privi unto Children to be in rr In 
and with them to n * . | 


actual 
of his Church; eee | I 
they muſt needs be capable of the ſame Priviledge ſtill; - - + A 
Nay, it Infants were admitted into the Church Wen 


S aa og ac © be VS 
out blood, how u ble is ĩt to aſſert, thatthey e 


are now uncapable of admiſſion into it, hen the en- 
tranoe into it is made more eaſy, and morg/agreeable 
to the natural weakneſs of a young and tender 


hands, Chriſtian Infants, without a Special Counter- 
mand from God, muſt be deemed capable of the Cir- . 
cumcifion made without hands; I mean | | & 3 
which is the Circumciſion of Chriſt. : „ 
Sanctifed, and Adopted, and made a Member of hie. 
Church, let no Man preſume to think it : 
SanQtification, Adoption, and 


30 R - "be a; * 
verſaries of Infa | to pronounce little 
- Infants as uncapab young ones of un- 
reaſobable Creatures, and thatit is as vain tocallupon 
God to ſend his Holy Spirit upon them, as to pray 
bim to illuminate a Stone or a Tree. 
Nay, upon this very Preſumption, that Infants are 
uncapable of Baptiſm, they aſſert Infant · Baptiſm to be 
a Scandalous abuſe of the Ordinance of Baptiſin, a meer 
Nullity and w/o ew 2 prey 
call it Baby-Baptr rgetting whi t Ur- 
— — no ſcandalous abuſe of the 
Ordinance of Circumciſion, but a valid and fignificant 
Performance, and that in their Phraſe there was Baby- 
Circumciſion, Baptiſm in the Jewiſh Church. 


and 
The reaſon why conclude I e of 
Baptiſta, is taken from the conſideration of their inca« 
ity, as to ſome ends and uſes of iſm, which 


pactty 
cannot be anſwered (fay they) but by t of 
grown Perſons, — capable of — — 


L and of their Faith, and Repentance, 
and of ſubmitt Zaptiſm, having their 
Faith and Hope ther — | 

— —e 
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lor Perſons ene fon and an. ee. " Lath 
tude, which is inſtituted by him for nds. anc 
for different f6rts of Perſons differently qualified, 
thoſe ſe verał ends. Of the firſt fort, heap ae rd, 
nance of Fringe: above mentioned, which.could only 
concern grown Perſons, becauſe they only were capa : 
ble of anſwering the end, for which it wazinſtituted, 
viz. To look aan them and remember the 
ment: of the Lord, and of the latter fort is 
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the latter ſort, and becauſe _— r Sour Was 

3n whomthere was 1 pacity „Is to theends 
of Baptiſm, then poſſibly can bel in Infants, even. as 
he was in a greater incapacity as to anſwering the ends 


of Circumcilion, then ordinary 7 {ot Infams were. 
Jobn verily did Baptize with the iſm of Re 


tance,and thereby ſcaled unto the People theRemi 
of their Sins, ad therefore underſtandi 

that our Lord was not ca of this, an TOS 
of his Baptiſm, he forbad him, yrs Hr that he was 
fitter to be the Baptiſt, then to be Baptized of him; 


but yet as ſoon as our 2 grelye one rea- 
fon why he eught to anſe it be- 
comebiento f Ifl af Lees, hebe . hi which 
ſhews that Noor is a Divine Irſtit 


and that in ſuch I»ſiAntions for xa} Gramm Perſon, 
as to ſome ends, doth not incapacitate him for it, when 


he is capable of che reft. 
But Secondly, This way of a 
pacity of Infant, as toſome en 
upon the Wiſdom of God who 
cd to be Circutnciſed, | 
of Circumciſion could not be .anſ but by 
— of adult Perſons, who were ca- 
pable of underſtanding the nature of the 
_ — — Falte 45d Here on 
to enter, rant epentanoe, 
of ſubmitting unto the bloody Sacrament, in wich 
Faithand Hope furthe firengained ups — 
F. ope unto 
them the Remiſſion of their Se. pry 
Wherefore, the Rl once of Nd Uk Obj 
againſt ant-Circumciſion „ as well as 
becauſe Circumciſion was io for 


that n now is, — 
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and Relations 5' and | 
ſelytes, their Children 2 — Tom uh by Die 

cumciſion, and Baptiſm, though t altoge- 
theruncapableof underſtanding. or hens 


which their Fathers did. 1: Lonlgqe: 


e 
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roach the Divine — and the Wilders 
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| all acts oſ Favour and Honour fromGod'and Men, and 
| of being inſtated in all the Privileges of any Society, 
| - though they cannot as yet perform. the Duties of it, 
nor upderſtand any thing thereof. Since therefore, 
Children are as capable, and ſtand as much in need of 
| almoſt all the Beneſits of the Covenant of Grace, and 
| the Privileges of ChurchMemberſhip as Men, is itnot as 
1 fit that the Conſirmatory Sign of thoſe Bewefits and Pri- 
vilege:sſhould be a _ _ them as well as unto theſe? 
ſhould a Prince A gg47's Child, and i 
ratehimintothe Royall Far — and ſettle C part of his 
Dominions upon him, and to ſolemnize' and confirm 
all this, ſhould cut off a bit of his Fleſh, orcommand- -. 
him tobe waſhed with: Water, wka wogldgountthis an 
1 nt Solemnity, ar ay, that the Child Was not 
22 when he was capable of the chief 
Tings gn Gonified ehereb Y or to make a: Compariſon, ; 
hath! a nearer emblance: of Infavts 
* Banga. a Prince ſhould ſend for an attaint- 
ed ſeveral Per · 
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Firſt; Becauſe — 3 which Cir- 
oumciſion leſt in the Fleſh of the Child, vepery w? 
ficant to himduring the time of his Non- 
tiſm is to Chriſtian Infants, neither ae eee 4 
he tell; but by the mſtcuction of others, what 
meaning of that Character was, and for what — „ it 
was imprinted in bis Fleſh. And therefore, according 
to their way of: reaſoning} againſt "Js fart- Bai, it 

to have been deferred till the full -years of di- 
ſeretion, when the Circumciſed Perſon he have un- 
derſtood the Spiritual Signification 

Furthermore, in anſwer to this Objetion, I muſtre- 
mind them, that the Mark and Character which Cir- 
— 

ꝑEvab a. tion, t did appear from the? 
— Tribes, that the Perſon. circumciſed was a 
1 Iny, the CharaFer which Cireumciſion behind i 4 
was merely ol it ſelf ol no ſoroe nor ſi ification with 
becabſe with-! 
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of receiving the Bleſfingsof the Coventny,the* 

they cannot perform — duties · bf it, and GO M 
ſolemnly bind himſelf unto them, tho' they cannot as - 

yet perſonally bind themſclves untohim. 1 
t. 
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liiaeſliats Nations my Diſciples, Ci a 18 N 2 2 
vine” the Father, and of the Ss, end the Holy Gho 


Aci peal to any Impartial Man's jud e 
8 e ſuch a Commilion 92 


Proſelytes of all would x ESE 


without directions to the cont 
Intention that the Infants TY's t Pr 


— ws 1) dale tab e ON 


T and the Practice of the 
And if. command to Proſelyte and 


Nations would, without an 
hended Infants, aswell as Men, why Bol rope 


— mn 5 pr to Proſelyte and Ba 

tions ſhould not likewiſe comprehend 

that Inſunt · Baptiſm, 2 cumci 
i I Praftice of the Jer 


Of tbo Binh 99 | 
tell 
ger 1 


rehenfions as tot 


-Membetſhip u 

þ ing —— Law.- They had lived 

SE 11 where lofants were 

bath — — the 

3 nag had been-ifnſtrudted. — 

Veto —— their Com · 
of Naptia ing to have entended unto Infants, as 


actual — — 
© Inn ap ba ber 


Nation, nt - Baptiſm had been a conſtant 
— — Deefiges 


. Nee of thefe Men 


37 # Sni. it 
ting at preſent from the Controvet-- 
ar dug no erchude Inſints 


"> 
— oma —_— 


ee en 1! em 
inv und of rhe Benefits * 
Covertant undet the New Teſtament as” 


IE inc ah e Nene 0 
== = . —.— 


odo 


make it nnapplicable unto thecb. K en e 


ould be, Whether 
ren: ho BeyefwZ And not Whet be 
Infants — And certain: the 
Premiſes being there is 8 to 
conclude, that! Chriſtſhould have pt 
from i in bad derne tention tioets 
them Baptized,' then that he ſtiould have commanded 
them to be Baptized, if it had been his — to 
continne the practice of Infant -Baptiſm. 
nat — bis Apoſt] SI 
they would naturally have done of 
out a prohibition, and that he did not 
to Baptize Infants, is now the thi beet in 
| N wang 


ſhewing, that he did not 

tiſm - n 3 

For if he excluded then Geila B mi, hefeſther | 
exduded themfrom it diredtly b an expreſs 'prohibi- 
tion not to Baptiſe them, or 1lly* 
miting, and determining the su 
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"der of Nature 2 that at they (ſhould 
this Method re 
wont to ety h PSleyed tothe 
hinder, that they who had been | 
ſhould \itiate the Infants of 1 ted Pero 
according to the of the Jewiſh Church. What 
need Chriſt have ſaid moreunto t when he ſent 
25 out, then to bid them Go, and teach al Nations, 
izing them in the Name of the Father, G, Or, to 
— Goſpel toedery Creature, and tell them, that he 
that would believe the Goſpel, and be Baptized ſhould be ſa- 
ved. But then the reſpective ſence of theſe words could 
only concern adult Perſons, and theirqualification for 
Baptiſm, but could in noreaſon becontrucd by them, 
to exclude [nfants,but only unbelieving Men, and Wo- 
men, whereof none were to be admitted into the 
Church by Ba before they were taught Chriſtia- 
nĩty, and bad their Faith andsSi dGod, 
as Laid before, call twelve Men of any Church, where 
1nfant-Baptiſin had been ä 
pra 
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4% And bow Bl they Hr 


PET: 

CHI hat they ſhould excludethe Infants of believ- 

5 from Baptiſmal admiſſion into he 

The Profeſſors againſt Inſaut- Baptiſm, put the 

ſt upon 8 Des e 
aud is baptized, ſhell be Saved: But if 

would well confider the next words, they would find, 

that Infants are not at all concerned in them, becauſe 

it follows, but be that believeth not (baltbe Damned. The 

ſame want of Faith, which here excludes from Baptiſin, 

excludes alſo from Salvation, and therefore it cannot 

be underſtood of Infants, unleſs they will ay with the 

* Original Anabaptiſts, that the ſame: incapacity of- n, pe- 

believing which excludes them from Baptiſm, excludes ue 

them from Salvation too. Wherefore, itis plain, that 270. 


the believing, and not believing in that Text, is only . 2 
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to be underſtood of ſuch as are in capacity of hearinj 
and believing the Goſpel; that is, of grown 
juſt asthe words in Job. 3. 36. He 
Son of God bath Everlaſfting Life, 
ſhall not ſee Life, but the 
Thus 3 | 
cluſrvely a the . 
—— that — to be from Bap- 
tiſm from the tioned. Texts, which ſpeak of 
the order of, and their Qualifications for Ba Pro- 
ſelyting grown Perſons ; and as littleſacce(s or 


that the outward Circumciſiag, 

| wa wwe, but 

Ben of the heart, and in the 
true Ci i | 


and yet Infants remaining | I 
were — * of that ; ſo that th 
of arguing this and ſuch like Texts, 
thing, becauſe it pro 
words of the 


ond their juſt Meaning, which was only to 

Loch „d Qhriſtians Know, that there wat no. 
ſting in external Circumciſion, or Baptiſm, but not that 
their lnfants were unproſitably Ci iſed, and Bap- 
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which the — from Script ** 
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deſcended from nothing leſs then Apoſtolical Tradition. 
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St. Clement, St. Jena i, St. Polycarp, & ? How came 


St. John who — unto the latter end of the ſirſt 
Century to paks it over in ſilenee, or how came the Spi- 


rit in the Revelations, which by his Pen, reproved ſo 
many abuſes in the Churches, not tocenſure this? It is 
very ſtrange, that none of the Pem men of the Holy- 
Ghoſt, nor none of their nts, and 

ſhould animadvert upon ſo ſcandalqus an abuſe of the 
Holy-Ordinance of . Baptiſm, which in a ſhort time 
would fill the Church with ſham Chriſtians, and de- 
ſtroy the Eſſence thereof. Inlike manner, if it came 


in by falſe Teachers, in the next Age to the Apoſtles, 


how cameit to paſs that none of the famous Saints and 
Martyrs, who flouriſhed then, oppoſed it as a dan 
Innovation, nor gave us any account thereof? They 


wrote againſt the Herefies of Simon, Menaender, Sa- 


turnus, Corint bun, Ebion, Valentimun, Baſilides, Mar- 


cion, & c. but we find nothing in them againſt Infant- 


ones Baptiſm, though we are ſure from * renews, and || 
omnes Tertullian, that it was l in that Age. 
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" Religion, and in admitting Women to the Lords-Swp- 
14 | per who were not — . — . Paſ- 
1 | chal-cnp of Bleſſing, without any Precept, or Precedent 
| — i the Word of God. et ©. 
1 This little well conſidered, is enough to obviate all 
2 > eps my _ ee viz. That it is not 
lawful to ſeperate from 4 appoimteth Infants 
to Batirod por fappothion, that wes 17 
barely lawful, and allowable, but it any man deſire fur- 
ther ſatisfaction, as to this point, he may have it abun- 
dantly in the caſe of indifferent things, to which I refer 
him, it being more my bulineſs to ſhew here that I- 
fant- Baptiſm is at leaſt, a lawfal, and allowable thing. 
To prove this, I need but deſite the Reader to re- 
flect upon the State of the two firſt Queſtions : For if 
Infants. be as capable of Baptiſm under the Goſpel, as 
they were of Circumciſion under the Law, and if 
Chriſt have not excluded them from ĩt nether directly, 
nor — 7; Otherwiſe, if Baptiſm be un 
ſtitution of as great Latitude in its ſelf, as C 
its Fore- runner was, and Chriſt hath notdetermined the 
adminiſtration of it to one Age, more then one Sex: 
Once more, if Children may be taken into the Cove. 
nant of Grace, under the Goſpel, as well as under the 
Law, and Chriſt never ſaid, nor did any thing which 
can in reaſon be interpreted to forbid them to be taken 
in. Tha Word, If they are capable of all the Ends of 
Baptiſm now, that they were of Circumciſion then, 
and of having the Privileges of ChurchaMemberſhip, 
and the Bleſſings of the Covenant confi untothem, 
and Chriſt neither by himſelf, nor by his Apoſtles did 
forbid the Church to ſatisfy and fulfil this their capa» 
city: Or laſt of all, If Chriſt hath only appointed 
Baptiſm inſtead of Circumciſion, but faid nothing tode- 
termine the Subject of it, then it muſt follow, 
| that 
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chat muſt at leaſt be lawſul, and allow- 
able, — an indifferent, and nota forbidden, 


or ſinful thing, But upon this ſuppoſition; that it 
were leit u — 3, and indifferent by Chriſt, it 
might like other i ent be lawtully ap- 
pointed by a Church, from whichit would be a Sin 
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Thus much 1 have ſaid, I bepe wann side t o 
deration, upon ſuppoſition, that all I have written 


. former Queſtions, doth but ſati ove 
cat If Baptiſm: is only lawful, and not ity vel 
and neceſſay 3 but then if it be not only law- 


requiſſte and neceſſary, ſothat it6nght 
— then it muſt needs be much more 
finfal to ſeperate from a cp nter appointetly Fs 
Jana to 


obſerve, 25 there is a two-fold 
of Faith and 
from! in dictates of natural reaſon;or 
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clear, that no ſe 
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of it, —— which mrs 7m 
$, enor of t — or — aces in 
it yo or ſo nnderſiood 1 the uma 
voice, and pradiice of — . Church 
The firſt d — — on oſtenſive 
certainty,and demonſtration, wherein there is noroom 
left for Objection. Nat 3! 057 
And the Second is founded upon violent preſump- 
tion, where'the Objeftioas on one hand are infulfici- 
ent to move, or at leaſt to turn who Baftanoe, if put 
in the Scale againſt the other, whichis weighed down 
[ Mole nniverſatis Eccleſie] with the aurhoriey-of the 
Univerſal Church. And becauſe this Rule, like, 
is not ſo intelligible without an Example; I wilt add 
ſome Iaſtancas — to be be · 
heved, and practiſed good ian under 
both theſe Notions of — chat tte 
better underſtood. Aenne 
According to the Firſt Notion blies 
believe, — Jeles Chriſt it 1he Meſſias; uud 
God, becauſe it is delivered — 
ture. 
And according to the Second Notion of ie, iv in ne. 
to believe, that he ir of | 
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them Candidates for Baptiſm, and gives them a right 
unto it. 
And the Fifth makes it reaſonable to eonelude, from 


the Type to the Antitype, that if the Jews with their 


Children were umbratically Baptized unto Moſe in 
the one, that Chriſtians and their Infants ſhould be 
really Baptized in the other. 

To all which may be added “ other Texts, which 
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are ſure ways whereby ingenious, and inquiſitive Men, 
org Sens died i oue, and which is the 
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2 to ſind out true and undoubted Tra- 
* Adverl. P's Vincemins Lirinenſir teacheth, is to try it 


g. by" — three” Teſta. Univerſality, Antiquity; and 


Conſent. 3. f 10 
Univerſalty,- if all the where- 
Moot ior ry 2 te 4 all Chee, whe 


Bande Cuſtoms do belivve, or N ſuch a 


what all Churches 
the Wen 2 5 e — 


innovation but Believed, and in the Ages 
next to the Apoſtles, When ſuck” Fathers! 
the the Churches or ſuch Famous Men lived in — as ( 
knew the Apoſtles, and converſed with 'or lived 
near unto thoſe, or with choſe Apvitolical who 
ſoknew: or converſed with them" near 
unto them. VII Laon 
Thirdly, Conſent, Iit appegy that ſuch a Doctrine 
was the conſentient belief or practiſe of all the Fathers 
inthaſe Ages, . en Tony who had no 
waren ane „on le 01-6 
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the benefit and honour of Baptiſm, 8 
Perſons: then the Ordinance of 
2 
upon the Conſciences of Parents,” and Pro- parent, 
who live within the Pale ef it, becauſe the matter of 
that Ordinance is'a thing not forbidden; but at leaſt, 
allowed by Jeſus Chriſt. 
But becauſe People, when. are once Gtiefied 
with the lawfulnefs, are Wont, '« in Church- 
matters, to enquire into the of their Su- 
them with moſt 
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of Infan-Baptiſm. | 
to years of Diſcretion ? Which is e 
hath the Evil, to be Touched for it, while he is a 
Child; or towait till he-is of ſufficient Age 4 


ble of the Benefit? Or to make ane Compariſon more, 
which would be beſt for a e d, to be pre- 
ſently reſtored to his Blood, and Eſtate, and his Princes 


Favour, or to be kept ina meer capacity of being re- 
ſtored till he was a Mann? | 

But beſides theſe Benefits; which are conſequent 
ypon Baptiſm by God's appointment, there is another 
no. leſs profitable to young Children, which will ju- 
_— — — of Inſant-initiation, Eg that is to 

ve ſuch an early pre- X upor 
which without the 9 — eſt Baſeneſs and Ingrati 3 
they cannot afte retract. No Perſon of common 
Ingenuity, who hath any ſence of honour, or any to- 
lerable of Conſcience withjn hi 
out ſhame and horrour break, tho 
ſander, by which he was bound to God, in hisIofan- 
cy, When he comes to Years of underſta but 
on the contrary, will think himſelf in Honour, and 
Gratitude, bound to own, and ſtand to the Obliga- 
tion, which he then contracted, when he was graci 
ouſly admitted to ſo many Bl and Privileges, 
before hecould do any thing hi towards the ob- 
taining of them, or u nd his own good. It 
would arguea Perſon to be of a very ill nature, and 
untoward Diſpoſition to break ſuch ſolemn Fœderal 
Vows, and therefore, we ſee that Children 
rally do readily take upon themſelves their 
tiſinal Obligations, when they come to the uſe of rea- 
ſon, whereas were they left alone, to their own Free- 
dom, when they would be Baptized, they would be 
apt to put it off from time to time, through the averſ- 
6 CNET to ſuch 
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and Spiritual Engagements, and in ſuch a State of Li- 
berty, as this, Men would need, as many, and as ear- 
neſt Exhortations unto Baptiſm, as unto the Lord's 
Supper; and in ſuch an Age, as ours is at leaſt, reluct 
as much to come unto that, as we ſee by experience 
they do unto this. Wherefore, upon Suppoſition that 
Chriſt doth but allow Children to be brought unto 
him in Baptiſm, The Wiſdom of the Churchis highly 
to be applauded for bringing them under ſuch an ear- 
ly, and beneficial pre-engagement, and not leaving 
them to their own liberty at ſuch years, when Fleſb, 
and Blood, would be apt to find out ſo many Shifts, 
and Excuſes, and makethem t tobe e 
And therefore in the Second plate, as the Bapti 
of Infants is very Beneficial, and proſitable unto them: 
So it conduceth very much to the well-being, and edi · 
fication of the arch, in preyenting thoſe Scandalous 
and Shameful delays of Baptiſm, wh > ng Perſons 
otherwiſe would be apt to make, putting of it off till 
the time of ſome great ſickneſs, - as many were wont 
to do in the third and fourth Century, when being not 
Baptized in their Infancy, they did ordinarily receive 
Baptiſm, . naw receive extream UnGror, when 
they were ready toexpite. ah 
For, as it is uſual now for Perſons to defer the te- 
ceiving of the Lord's Supper, for fear of Damnation, 
miſtaking the Apoſtle , wherehe faith, He that Eat- 
eth and Dyinketh uuworthily, Eateth, and -Drinketh 
Damnation to himſelf : So in thoſe ages it was uſual for 
t Perſons to defer their own, and their Childrens Bap- 
07.0993 tifm put of a * kind of Novatian Principle, for fear 
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no L that — of the 


lightned Ci. e. Baptized] fall away; jt i; impoſſible to re- 
new them again unto Repentance. _. \.., 
Now the Baptizing of Children being deferred by 
their Parentsout of this Superſtitious fear, they, when 
they came to be Men and Women, put the doing of 
it off for ſeveral , and. Pretences, which we 
learn out of the Writers of thoſe times. 
Some deferred it out of Worldly Love, and a Car- 
nal loathneſs to renounce their ſinful Pleaſures, and 
take upon them the Yoke of Chriſt. 
ing want of leiſure through 
y — 3 others out of lazineſs, 
gence, Others were wont to the 1 
of their knowledge, othersthe inconveni 
kran mes others would not be Baptize 
uch a time, or in ſucha place, as ſuch a Cit 
er. 
would put it off upon a preterice 
ſuch, ot ſuch Relations preſent, 
Kara yan I jt 
d it ; others becauſe th 
their Sins, others becauſe-they | 
Qrine of the Holy-Trinity, or to comply 
Arians ; ſome becauſe they would imitate the Exam- 
ple of Chriſt, who was not ized. till the 30 
Year of his Age, and ſome. 
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not but approve the Wiſdom, and Prudence of thoſe 
Churches, which appoint it, becauſe the practice of it 
doth prevent ſuch ſhameful,and ſcandalous N of 
Baptiſm, whichto the great prejudiceof Chriſtianity, 
as Experience hath taught us, would otherwiſe ariſc 
in the Church. | 
Thus much upon enquiry into the lawfulneſs, and 
expediency of Infant-Baptiſm,to ſhew Chriſtian Parents 
what an indiſpenſable Obligation lies upon their Con- 
ſciences to bring their Children to be Baptized in Obe- 
dience to the Church, which hath appointed Infant- 
Baptiſm ; but then if Infant-Baptiſm be not only ne- 
ceſſary becaufe the Church hath appointed it, but 
the Church hath appointed it becauſe it is neceſſary, 
and in any wiſe to be retained, then this antecedent 
ſort of neceſſity — lay a ſtronger Obligation 
upon the Conſciences of Parents to initiate their Chil- 
dren as being moſt agreeable to the practice of the A- 
poſtles, and the Intention, and Will of Chriſt. 

Firſt, As being moſt - to the practice of 
the Apoſtles, who it is highly to be preſumed, autho- 
rized the practice of In — ng] becauſe, it was 
practiſed in the next Age unto the! 

And _—_— As being moſt agreeable to the In- 
tention, and Will of Chriſt, who it isto be preſumed, 
would have forbidden, and countermanded the Jewiſh 
practice of initiating Infants, if he had not had a mind 
they ſhould be Baptized. 

* Nam Wherefore * his very not repealing of that practice 
quum pæ· js a ſufficient Demonſtration, that it was his pleaſure 
do-Bapail";t ſhould be continued; it was the practiceof the Few- 
clefil 4 iſo Church before he came, and the practice of the 
Aci Church Chriſtian not long after he'departed, and we 
Proſelyro- find the practice of it in the one harmonioully anſwer- 
_ — ing to the practice of it in the otherʒand therefore what 

was 
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was before, and what was after his ti ven well f- 
preſume, was continued in the intetim ring thetime u. Aa. 
of the Apoſtles, as his preſumed Will — Intention, re nocjus, 
who never did, orſpoke any thing, that can reaſona- — 
bly be interpreted, that he would have the Jewiſh cu- us, non c- 
ſtom of admitting Infants into the Church, laid aſide, pw erat. 
and therefore, his ſilence, and thefilence of the Scrip- pop 
tures, are ſo far from being Arguments againſt Inflnt- roborere- 

Baptiſae, that confidering the Antecedent uſage of it, c 
they are very ſtrong Preſumptions for it, as the Learned Bapcic 
Author in the Margent doth excellently prove. wum in 
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To this purpoſe alſo, have diſcourſed abovi up- 
on the Second and Third Queſtions ; and ther if 
Chriſt inthe Reformation of the Church, fromthe Law 
155 the Goſpel, ay 28 bu A practice 
of Infant- m, but left be adminiſtred 
in xg came ee as before hi then it muſt 
needs be concluded, that there lis "the Obligati- 
on upon Parents (abſtracting bete Comman op 
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the Church) to deſire Baptiſm for their Children, as 
for grown Proſelytes to deſire it for themſelves. | 

For what authority ſoever enacts any thing concern» 
ing Children, or Perſons under the years of diſcreti- 
on, doth lay at leaſt an implicite Obligation upon 
Parents, and Pro- parents to ſee that act be performed. 

As if for Example, an Act of Parliament ſhould be 
made, that all Perſons, whatſoever, Men, Women, 
and Children, ſhould pay ſo much an Head unto the 
King, the Act, by the nature of it, would oblige Pa- 
rents, and Pro- parents, to pay for their Children, 
and the Minors in theit cuſtody, as well, as for them- 
ſelves. Or, if in the time of a general Contagi 
the een — . ns that all 
Women, an ildren, every Morning take 
ſuch an Antidote, that Command would oblige Pa- | 
rentsto giveit untotheir Children, as well, as totake \ þ 
it themſelves. Juſt ſo the Ordinance of Baptiſm be- 
ing intended, or inſtituted by our Saviour in its anci- 
ent Latitudefor Children, as well, as grown Perſons, 
it muſt needs lay an va gs wy Parents, and Pro- 
parents to bring them to the Holy „other- 
wiſe the Divine Inſtitution would in part be made 
void, and fruſtrated of the Ends for which it was in- 
ſtituted, as if it did not alſo lay an Obligation upon 
Adult Perſons to offer themſelves unto the Holy Sa- 
crament, it would be of no force at all. 

To ſum up all in ſhort. When our Lord firſt ap- 
pointed Baptiſm, and afterwards ſaid, Go, and Pro- 
ſelyte all Nations as, &c. either he intend- 
ed that Children ſhould Bapei well as Grown 

* 


RR es not intend the) + | 
{ſhould be Baptized, fog he not plainly Ard 
that Intention? Nay, Why did he not plainly forbid 


themto be Baptized, as they were wont to be, _ 


he interided they ſhould be Baptized tothe 
ancient cuſtom, then, according to cheers, — 
in the Jewiſh Church, Parents — as much bound to 
offer, them umo Baptiſm, as Adult Believers, Men 
and Women, are bound to offer themſelves. | 
What I have here ſaid about the Obligation,which D 
lies upon Parents to bring their Children unto Bap- 
tiſm, concerns all Pro- paremti to whoſe care Children- 
are committed, as Guardians, ' Titors, and Church-- 
Wardens: and leſt any ſhould ask, as ſome Sceprically 
do, at What time —— are bound to bring them unto Bap- 
tiſm ? As ſoon, as they are born, n 
when 2 I anſwer, by — im 
* in reference to Grown Believers yang 8 
When menſt a Believing Min, or Woman be ? 
Ar ſam as he Believer, or the next day after, or 7 
And truly the Anſwer is the ſame to both Queſtions, 
at ary time, the Goſpel indulging a diſcretional Lati - 
tude in both Caſes, and only forbidding the wilful 
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neglect of the Ordinance, and all unreaſonable, and 5 TI 


needleſs delays thereof, 
ueſt. V. "Whether it is lam ful to Communicate with 
_ who were only Baptized in their In- 


anc 
Wy 2 of this, depends upon what I have fad 
the Second, and Third ons, 
That In nfants are capable. — 428 
75 e to Baptize them 3 11 Ihave not erred, 4 
hope I have not, in thoſe two Determinations, then 
the Baptiſm of Tofants is lawful, and valid, and and. it the 
——— OI and valid; then it cannot 
beg to Communicate with — when they. | 
come to he Men, 1 def 
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Abcordingly, 
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5 Accordingly, it never entered into the Heart of 
any of the ancient Chriſtians to refuſe Communion 
with Grown Believers, who had been Baptized in their 
Infancy, whether they were Baptized in perte&t 
health, as Children moſt commanly were; or-only in 
danger of. Death, as the Children of thoſe Novatian 
kind of Parents above mentioned always were, who 
were ſo far from thinking Iafani- Baptiſm a Nullity, or 
Corruption of Baptiſm, that they thought it neceſſa · 
ry for them incaſe of apparent danger, and durſt not 
let them die un · baptized. | 
Some others deferred the Baptizing of their Chil- 
dren, becauſe a thought them too weak to endure 
| the Severities of the Trine immerſion, and others, per- 
* De Bap. haps according to the private Opinion of * Tertullian, 
_—_— and || Nazianzer, thought it more convenient todelay 
dem do- the Baptizing of them till they were capable of being 
mn" Catechized between Three, and Four years old, but 
prohibere ſtill thisdelay of Baptiſm ſuppoſed their continuing in 
ad me ve- health, but in caſe of danger they thought it + neceſ- 
ire, er ſary to Baptize them, and if they ſurvived the danger, 
dum ado- looked upon them as lawfully, and validly Bap- 
was, tired. | 
dum dif- 
cunt, dum, qud venlant, docentur. 
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Theſe 


of Hm: Baptiſm. 

—— of for . 
the Baptiſm of Infants 
ver urged this for one, that Tofant-Ba a 

J or invalid. No, They i 8 af 

3 want of thoſe pre · requiſite 15 
Children, which Chriſt, and the Aged ee — 
Adult Proſelytes, nor from the want of Precept, and 
Example for it in the New Teſtament, but ſo under- 
ſtood the Scriptures, as to think itas lawul, and war- 


rantable as the of Grown Believers, and ne- 
ceſſary in caſe of danger; and juſt ſo did thoſe, who 
deferred their Ba x ſar of finning aſter i think 


the Baptiſin * 
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But then Ft the ordinary of — 
— — —¼ 
a to t 

bo did not countermand the 5 
— — the Reder 
of the very 
only be lawful to 
m 


as can be proved from the 
Age unto them; — 


Communicate with Believers, who were Baptized 


In a was IF Infant-Boptiſi be no only lawful 
but „what a and | 
muſt it be, to difown thoſe pe? 
Chriſt's Body, whom he owns tobe ſuch? burif i be 
neither, as vanely pretend, then there hath 
not been a true Church upon the Face of the Earth; 
for Eleven hundred Years; _— — 
Fiſteen hundred, with which a could 
Communicate without Sin. 
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while the Church was fofull Saints urtyrs, 
Su Dr, wy Mir es, and repreſented as Spaten by che 
ep, Spirit of God ade the Symbol of Meaſuring the 
— 5 emple of God, and the Altar. Revel. 11. r, 2. 
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The CONCLUSION. 
Although in the ma n s 
againſt the Av abup til wn ot g rover 


the Caſe of Ivfani-Baprijer, as 10:0bviae, or —— 
all the Conſiderable. Pleas, and Material ns, 
which they are wont to makeagainſtitz yet there ate 
two of their Objections, of which L have yet taken 
no notice, — 22 that I might avoid ted 
ouſneſs, and n in determining upon the 

— mr to Propoſe, and — t 


The Firſt of theſe two, is the ancient Guſtoch of 
giving the Communion unto Infants; which they en- 
deavour with all their Art, and Skill to tun Parallel 
with the practice of Iſant-· Baptim / although there 
is not the like Evidence, nor the he Rdafon fbr the 
practice ot that, as there is for the practice wt 


this. 


Firſt, 


Ofen 5 4757, 


Fi There is not the like Evidence fat the 


Qice of it, St. * Cyprian the firſt Author, 'w 
they can produce for it, a —— him the af qd de 
the Book of the E and + Cyril of rad 


Jeruſalem, are the next, — make mention of it to- cunulum 
wards the latter end of the Fourth Century, and then lafaes 
St. * Auguſtiz in the Fifth 3 who indeed ſpeaks fre- Toit” 


2 it, nas the practice of the Church in am menus 


in ſtarim Nativitatis 
uh, rol rin ld Noe al 


= _ ng, ml tet rr 


* vol. 2. 
JE: 55 iy 
merit, & remiff. cap. 204 lib. 1. Conrra Juſianum 


4+ Caps 14. 


Theſe are all the Authorities for [#fant-Communion, 
that Iknow of, till St. Augwſtin'stime, whereas befides 
the authority of St. Cyprian, which is the fitſt they 
have for Communicating Infant, we have the autho- 
rity of a whole Council of Fathers, in which he 
ded, and of Origen, Tertullian, and renews, who was * See 
the Scholar of K. Fahrer and the Grand-Scholar of g 
St. . 

— A whereas among the Wricers of he 4th. — 
Century, there are but the two above; cited, who Hl. 
mention of Inſerit-Conmuirion, we have St. Bape 
„St. Ambroſe, — Cbryſoftome, St, Alana,  P 

Gregory 273. 
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84 may 0 Tbe Ca. 
Gregory Naxi aux en, and the third Council of Carthage, 
omar . — m, as of a thing gene- 
rally practiſed, and moſt of them, as of a thing, which 
2 to be practiſed in the Church. | 
urthermore, none of the four Teſtimonies for 
Infant-Communion, ſpeak of it, as of an Apoſtolical 
Tradition, as Origen doth of fant. Bapt wv, not to 
mention that the Pelagians, never owned t ty 
of Infant Communion, as — did of I»fant-Baptiſas : 
All which things conſidered, ſhew that there is no- 
thing neer the like Evidence in Antiquity for the pra- 
Riſe of the one, as thereisfor that of the other. 
e e 
 fucceſlive, ; 
that there is for Infant-Bapt m: So there is not the 
like Reaſon for the practice of it. 


Firſt, becauſe Baptiſm is theSacrament, or Myſtery 
of Initiation, of which Perſons of all Ages are capable, 
it being inſtituted chiefly for an initiatory Sign to ſo- 
lemnizethe admiſſion of the Baptized Perſon into the 
Church, and to Seal all the Bleſſings of the Goſpel 
unto: him, as a Member of Chriſt. ' This is the Sub- 
ſtance, or Chief end of Baptiſm ; which, as T have 
ſhewed upon the Second, and Fourth Queſtions, is 
equally anſwered in the Baptiſm of Children, as well 
as of profeſſing Believers z Confeflion of Faith, as 
well 2 Confeſſion of Sins, being but accidental Cir- 
cumſtantials, which are neceflary with reſpe@ to the 
State of the Perſon to be Baptized, but not'to Ba 
tiſm it ſelf. But on the contrary, the Holy E it, 
or Communion, is the Sacrament of Perfeitior, and 
Conſummation in the Chriſtian Religion, bing es 
marily, and chiefly inſtituted for a Sacrificial Feaſt in 
remembrance of Chriſt's Death, and Paſſion, _—_ 

8 


Men, 


being an act of great Knowledge ard. Picty, Children 
are not capable to perform. 

But Secondly, There is not the like Reaſon for | 
Baptizing, and Communicating infants, becauſe that 
is grounded upon the autbority of many Texts of 
Scripture, which without the Concurrence of Tradi- 
tion are fairly, and genuinely interpretable for itz but 
this is grounded only upon one Text [John'6, 53. 
n Son of Mar, and drink bis 


have no life in you] which it is whe- 
ther ek 4 N of the EI or 
Ig foe, 22 ne — it but — pro- 
t N not 
inſtituted b d e ee e e. 
the ſence of it ought to be regulated bythe Chiefend 
of its [nſtitxtion contained in thoſe words of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, do this in remembrance of me, and this do 
# oft, as ye drink, it in remembrance of me. Where» 
— this Text were literall 2 underſtood 
of the H Euchariſt, as St. Aug it, 
it 4 not to be ſtrained to un 
uſe Infants cannot partake of the Hol 
in rewembrance of Chrift,. And therefore 
Cuſtom of Communicating Infants prevailed b — — 
in ſome — — Weltern Chun hes 
diſcerning the miſtake = which it was —— 
have long fince laid it a e wh 
nue the of Infent- 
the end of 
more, and clearer- 
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tern unto that under the Law, but there was 
of a Pattern under it, which anſwered fo to Irfant- 
*r20d.12, Communion, becauſt a Child never K of the * 
26, 27- Paſſeover, before he was old enough to take his Fa- 
ther bythe hand, and to go up from the Gates of Jeru- 
ſalem unto the Mount of the Temple, and · to enquire | 
about the meaningof the Service, and wascapable of 
underſtanding the nature of it, as it was done' in re- 
membrance of their Deliverance out of Egypt. * 
And in like manner when the Children of Chriſti- 
ans are old enough to be inſtructed in the nature ofthe 
Holy Communion, and to underſtand that, then they 
may partake of it, be it as ſoon, as it will, if they 
are Baptized and Confirmed z though it is true, that 
Chriſtian Children are ufually much older, then.the 
Jewiſh were, before they Communicate, which is merely 
accidental, ——— iper reaſon to under - 
ſtand the Myſtery of the Holy Euchariſt, which is done 
in remembrance of our Spiritual Deliverance by the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt, both God and Man, upon the 
Croſs, then to underſtand the plain and eaſie mean- | 
ing of the Paſſeover, which was annually kept in 
remembrance of the Temporal Deliverance of the 
ews. 
But to ſpeak yet more fully of Infant-Communios, 
* Theodo- the practice of it is ſo far from - adicing the Cauſe 
ben. ol Infant-Baptiſes, that it mightily confirms it, becauſe 
Ern. none were, ot could be admitted te pens of the 
779% Holy Communion,” till they were validly * Baptized, 
tio awn- moſt emphatical Declaration, that all the Churches, 
[as inthe wherein it ever was, * — is practiſed, were f 
Greek, Rſ- Opinion that the Baptiſm _— wasaslawful, and 
- valid, as that of proſeſſing can be. 
Churches, and among the Chrifthm of St. Thomas in the Judi. | a 
wo G 
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nant unto God, Men, 'a all whs enter 
30 FE "the Seal of the Cobenant, 
muſt eontratt, and Itigulate for their — Pow as well as 
God dvthfor! his, and on Se. Peter ſalth, That 
the Baptiſu w ve. I Ep-3-214 
— gain 
* 
wy whe hive not the uſe of 
pable of Kkiiowing what the Covenant meats? 


To this Objedtion, I * as formerly, That it 1 | 4 


as ſt againſt Irfart-Circumciſion, as Infant-Bap- 
= ; for the dee Of thn Joan Tut 
ſectually into the Covenant, and 25 reall 


them, ond were us 
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it, | to 
the Covenant, which in ach cues was as if 


it had never been made. —.— 
2 ſor the Children de Kelever though an 

pen Profeſſion, and was required ol 
Grown Proſelytes, which ſhews, that trees 


an inſtitution of Latitude, ada pn and ex- 


preſs Reſtipulation was not a requiſite 
condition to Circumciſion, but only in s ome Barons 


In like manner Baptiſn being an e 
tude, ordained for Perſons —— as at the 


5 of Adult 


lee * interr te at the time of Baptiſin, 
— ns manner, as we interrogate Adult Proſeiytes 


Baptiſm 
nem Salutis. Ard is St. Cyprian we'oftex read of the ixterragation is Baytiſm. 


Wherefore, this Objection like the reſt which the 1 
s make, runs upon this preſumption, that 7 


Renta a dir inſtirucion, and that perſonal and 
expreſs anſwering or Refipulation is 3 


that the Apoſtles made Parents, and Major tad 

domos ſtipulate in the name of their [| Minors, when ceſle en 

Baptized them, as the Jews were wont Ave 
riculo 


— 


peil, jute, 


#4. 
if 
E 
i] 
fl 


+ 
i 


F 


e 


Pane is little 


af 


N 


As . the 566i DN os POSTER 


to Women, as well as Men, an theChrilian. 

Secondly, It was never reiterated nor tepeated, n 
more is the Chriſtian. 

Thirdly, It was calfed Kege neration; Ind New! 
Birth, arid Baptized Pb were laid 10 be Vorn 4. 
85 ain and Regenerated, which alſs holds in . 

aptiſm 
ourthly, Baptized Profelytes ation 
were daun to ſleave their — a K N 
were riecelſaty, arid adhete” to the Snare Th 


are W Chriſtian Proſtlytes bound to dq te 

and 6 have I proved,” that ie Pn 

Baptized og che Chriſtians. 

— — into the Covemam, and the the ——— 
ſa too? 


ſam 
, Pie, he Tofants of 795 e 
= 
And therefore in the Laſt place, Swe the 
Theft thi and wh er ef 


7 the, ews, as. Well as the 
.. Churc e * 3 * n . 
little Tract * * will be fairly, an e ee 


r. by the 2 155 —__ 110 upon the —.— 
of Infant-Bapti (ir t 
not, m ny Creel a 
V Ghoſt, ung. i the ly 
Hot heavineR, and a 
for them, aud that ts 
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Church. I could wiſh in the r 


ſelf were an Auatbema from Chriſt. 


cad it is a i +00 _comman atone Dilleaters, 
thoſe, with w I have 


and more eſpecially among 
been a deali tohave minds full full of Prejudice, Pre- 


and ſiniſter Suſpt 


hoping vg Hh mm ch may! ! 
Coat q 

— mecctent,. — j 
upon 2 come from him, who like the 
| Primitive Martyrs, was Bleſſed with Heavenly Viſt- 

ons, and chearfully ſuffered forihis Redeenier, 2 
had ſuffered for him, and thanked God when the ti — 
was come, that he was to. ſeal che truth of the lan 4 407 -$ 
fan Refigion with bis Blood. « 1 400 DE ** — 5 
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the matter or queſtion of Infants to be 
Baptized. 
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1 Jeſus Chriſt, — = _ 
the mi ion of his Holy Spirit, Ames. 

I — ight from 52 Dear Brother &. 
and Fellow-Priſoner ben . Cb s Goſpel) 
a Letter, wherein you y require my Judgment, 
concerning the Ba o Infants, which i 2 the effect 
thereof. And before Ido ſhe you what I have learn - 
ed out of God Word and of his true Infallible Church, 
touching the ſame, I think it not out of the matter, 
firſt to declare what Viſion I had the fame Night whilſt 
muſing on your Letter I fell aſleep, knowing that 
God doth not without cauſe reveal to his People who - 
have their Minds fixed on him, Special and Spiritual 
Revelations to their Comfort, asataſt of their | oy 
Kingdom to come, which Fleſh and Blood cannot 


comp 
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the Heavenly State. thereof,, whoſe 11 i 
ven, and that accordi tothe Sie Church, 
which is now in Heaven, (New it to meaſure and 

the Church of Ovilt in Earth 3 for as the 
rophet David faith, The Foundations 1 be in ile 

Hot Hills,and ploriows things be ſpoken of theC, of Goet: 

A 2 marvellous arure of thefame, I take to 

fie the univerſal a in the ſame, and that 
the Church here Militant ought to conſent to the 
Primitive Church the four Parts of the 
World, as the Prophet afftirmeth, ſaying; God waketh 
ws to dwell « one manner in one e And that l 
conceived ſo wonderful Joy at the Contemplation 
thereof, Tuoderſtand the a peakable Joy which they 
have that be at Unity with Chriſt's Primitive Church - 


For there is Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and Peace, which 
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ofthe Anil of our e $94 of 
— of the Scripture jo our A 


inus, by Sing aby. {4516 ot an's. Interpretation 
upon the Word oy Spirit than they of the Pri- 
mitive Church had, leſt we deceive our ſelves. For 
there is but one Faith ad oneSpirit; Which is not con- 
trary to himſelf, neither otherwiſe now teacheth üs 
than he did them. Therefore let us believe as they 
have taught us of the Scriptures, and beat peace wi 
them, according as the true Catholick Church is at this 
day : And the God of Peace aſſuredly will be with 
us, and deliver us out of all our Worldly Troubles 
and Miſcries, and make us Partakers of teit Joy aud 
Bliſs, through our Obedience to Faith with 
Therefore 
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inning from God's Word, and from the uſe of the 
rimitive Church, it muſt not in reſpect of the abuſe 
inthe Popiſb Church be neglected, or thought not ex- 
pedient to be uſed in Chriſt's Church. Avxentiav one 
of the Arians Sect, with his Adherents, was one of 
the firſt thatdenied the Baptiſmof Children, and next 
after him Pelagius the Heretick, and ſome other there 
were in St. Bermard's time, as it doth appear by his 
Writings, and in our days the Anabaptiſts, and Inor- 
dinate kind of Men ſtirred up by the Devil, to the de- 
ſtruction of the Goſpel, But the Catholick truth de- 
livered unto us by the Scriptures, plainly determineth, 
that all ſuch are to be Baptized, as whom God ac- 
knowledgeth for his People, and vouchſafeth them 
worthy + Sanctification or Remiſſion of their Sins. 
Therefore fince that Infants be in the number or ſcroll 
of God's People, and be Partakers of the Promiſe by 
their Purification in Chriſt, it muſt needs follow there- 
by, that they ought to be Baptized: as well as thoſe 
that can Proleſꝭ their Faith. For we judge tit Peo-- 
ple of GOD as well by the free and liberal Promiſe of 
God, as by the Conteſſion of Faith. For to whom- 
ſoever God promiſeth himſelf to be their God, and 
whom he acknowledgeth for his, thoſe no Man with- 
out great Impiety may exclude from the number of the 
Faithful. But God promiſeth, that he will not 
be the God re ponent „2 In- 
fants, promiſin is Grace an iſſionoſ Sins 
as it appeareth by the words of the Covenant made un- 
to Abraham. I will ſet wy Covenant between thee and 
we (faith the Lord) —— thy Seed after thee in 
their Generations, with an everlaſting Covenant, to be 
God, and the God of thy Seed after thee. To the whi 
Covenant Circumciſion was added to bea fignof San- 
ctification as well in Children as in Men; and no Man 
may 
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which is 
Baptiſmin Water, be withdrawn from when 
Chriſt ;himfelf commandeth them to be received of us, 
and promiſeth the Reward of a Prophet to thoſe that 
— tick a little Infant, as he for an Example did 
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we had rather 16 iſt God, end e and 
St doe et 

And without all A whoſe 
which 'Chriſt commanded : But he commanded the 
Faithful to be Baptized, among the which Infants be 
reckoned: The Apoltfesthen Baptiacd Infants. -' | - 

The Goſpel is more than Baptiſm, for Pal (aid 
' The Lord ſent me to Preach the Goſpel, and not Jo Bay- 
te: Not that he denied abſdlutely that he was ſent 
— Baptize, but chat he prefe Doctrine before 

, for the Lord commanded both to the Apo- 
FR but Children be received by the Doftrine of 
the Goſpel of God, and notrefuſed : Therefore what 
Perſon bei of reaſon yay Geny them Baptiſm, which 
is a thing Eiter then the G the Goſpel? For in che Sacra- 
ments be two things to be conſidered, thething 
fied, and the Sign, and rhing Ggnified | in greater t 
the Sign, and from the thing fignified in Bapriſin, 
Children are not excluded; who therefore may ay 
them the Sign, which is Baptiſm in Water $ © ©: 

St. Peter could not deny cem to be Baptized in 
Water, to whom he ſaw the Holy Ghoſt given, which 
is the certain Sign of God's People: Forheſaith inthe 
Ads, May as af forbid them to be * in Water, 
nr b eee f Ghoſt us well a. e Nhere- 
fore St. Peter denied we 2 to Infants, _— 
knew certainly both by the D ne of Chriſt, and 
by the Covenant which is everlaſting, that the King- 


dom of Heaven Infants. 11) 
None be e ae Mega of Heaven, 


but ſuch as God loveth, and which ere endusd with 


his Spirit : For whoſo hath not the Spirit of God, he 
is none of his. But Infants be beloved of God, and 
therefore want not the Spirit of God: 2 — 
eee eee eee tf — 
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To this l may add. That the 2 were | 
always ready to miniſter the Sacraments to them, for 5 
whom th 570 inſtituted. As for an Example, we 
| may behold Joſua, who _ dili — ee the 
| jo. People of 1 Flt be —— 
| into the Land of x Gucunciedb but 1 wag Apoſtles, 
| were the Preachers of the Word, and the very Faith- 
| ful Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, who may hereafter doubt 
| that they Baptized lofants, err r is in place of 
Aren, The Apoſtles didy call their doi 
| tem, I ttemperat their 
| to the Shadows and Figures of the Old 2 
Therefore it is certain that they did attemperate Bap- 
tiſm accordingly to Circumciſion, and Baptized Chil- 
dren becauſe they were under the Figure of Baptiſm ; 
for the People of [ſrae] paſſed through the Red ses , 
and the bottom of the Water of Jo , With their | 
| | Children. And although the Children benotalways 
expreſſed, neither the Women in the deriood e 
yet they are oomprebended and underſtood in the 
ſame. . 
Alſo the Scripture evidently telleth us, 1 
Apoſtles baptized whole Families or Houſholds: But 
the Children be comprehended in a Family or. Haul 
hold, as the chiefeſt and deareſt part t Tbere- 


fore we may eanchude, that the 
Infants or e and not onl . age. 


He l out r. ancient Wi 
the 2 of Infants hath continued . 


ſtles time unto ours, neither that it was 
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any 
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any Councelz, neither of ihe Pope, e 
but commended from the Scripture by the no 
themſelves. Origen upon the „ 10 of 938 Paal's 
Epiſtle to the Romans, ex xth Chapter, 
faith, That the Clutch of 27 155 res he Beptiſm 4 
Infants from the 2 jerome maket 
mention of the Bapti hh in the third book 
againſt the Pelagians, and in his Epiſtle to Leta. St. 


I 


ſize reciteth for this purpoſe, a Place out of er. 1, 


» Bifbopof Conſtanti i his fir book againſt 
has, Cha 12. ex T0 worn: writing to St. . — 
piſt. 28, , faith; That Saint C Cyprian not making 

f be Church, 


Decree, but firmly obſerving Faith 0 
judged — 2 fellow Biſhops, that 2 one 2 


born, he mls e p Bred e place of C 
prian is to be ſeen in his Epiſtle to Fidas. 
Alſo St. Auguſtine in writing againſt the Dog: 
__ in the fourth Book Chap. 23. and 24. ſaith, IB 
Baptiſm of rang! was not derived from the 
e 7 0 7 but How 597 oY; 
7 pftler. 
| 8 1 Chapter 8. approveth the Bap. 
815 of Children, and condetnneth the iteration of 
Baptiſm. Theſe Authorities of Men I do al age, 
not to tie the Baptiſm of Children unto the 
nies of Men, but to ſhew how Mens Teſtimonies 0 
. — with God's Word, and that the verity of Anti- 
quity is on our fide, and that the Anabaptiſts have 


Lies for th and new na 
ng be Bapriſin of we Gee bee are 
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believeth and is Baptized, ſhall be Saved : But he that be- 
lieveth not ſhall be Damned, &c. 

To this I anſwer, That nothing is added to God's 
Word by Baptiſin of Children, as you pretend, but 
that is done which the fame Word doth require, for 
that Children are accounted of Chrilt in the Goſpel 
among the number of ſuch as believe, as it appeareth 
by theſe words; He that offendeth one of The little 
Babes which. believe in me, it were better for bim to have 
a Milftone tye about his Neck, and tobe caſt imo the bat- 
tom of the Sea. Where plainly Chriſt calleth ſuch as 
be not able to confeſs their Faith, Believe.s ; be- 
cauſe of his mere Grace he reputeth them for Belie- 
vers, And this is no Wonder ſo ta be taken, ſince 
God imputeth Faith for Righteouſneſs unto Men 
that be of riper Age: For both in Men and Chil- 
dren, Righteouſneſs, Acceptation, or Sanctification 
is of mere Grace and 12 Imputation, that the Glory 
of God's Grace might be praiſed. | 
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And that the Children of Faithful Patents are San- 


Chriſt, that Children ought to be tage 
be Baptized, and to this end you alledge 
ces out of the Ad, proving that 


to this Cauſe, we have. the Sc 
* Mark 1. as well for us. For in “ Saint 
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And alſo I will declare this place of Ale 
Ghia Jon Bron un 


ven 5 in Earth, 


h wee les 2 Io —— 
that 6„ 4 — on 
A e + — 10 — — 
ples of | —_— 
way how they ſhould. gather to — — 
enge — — an teaching 3 by bapti- 
and teaching ye ſhail procare a Church to me. 
An Hock (dl ul and ty ſeverally he fettech 
r Hing Buy ding them in ale I ame of the F 
af the Som, and the Holy Ghoſt we them 
hs up all things are ny — 1 
Now chen 
But bereby I do. not 3 chat dhe, Gentiles 
which never heard any thing — of God, and of 
the Son of God, and of — Holy Ghoſt, bught to 
be Baptized, neither they would permit themſelves 
to be Baptized ,before;they knew tu what end. But 
this I have declared to ſhew you upon how ferble 
Foundation the Aub ißt be grounded. Aud 


plant 
ly it is not true Which —— I of this Text, 
that the Lord 


pom madly 4 Canine we | 
. —— 
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"off ek 

y hear, confeſs, 
meets nes — but ſo cannot In- 
kanes; therefore we may jultly called; n yo 
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l eth here nothing of Infants or Children. But for all 


this they be not to be exeluded from 

It is A general rule; He chr dorh wot Lalbur, mu 
not Eat. But who is fo barbarous that he "thin 
hereby, that Children ſhould be Famiſhed ? 


The 'Lord ſent his A tles at the of the 
ſetting up his true Religion unto all Nations, unto 
ſuch as were both i © of God: and were out of 


the Covenant of God; and truly ſuch Perſons it be- 
hoved not firſt to be Baptized, and aſterward taught; 
but firſt to be taught, and after baptized. If at this 
day we ſhould go to the Turi: to Convert them to 
the Faith of Chriſt, — firſt we ought to teach 
them, and afterward Baptize ſuch as would yield to 
be the Servants of Chriſt. Likewiſe the Lord him- 
ſelf in times paſt did, when firſt he renewed the Cove- 
nant with Alrabum, and ordained Circumciſion to be 
a Seal of the Covenant after that Abraham was Cir- 
cumciſed. But he, when he perceived the Infants 
alſo to pertain to the Covenant, and that Circumci- 
ſion was the ſealing up of the Covenant, did not 
only Circumciſe {/wael his Son that was 13. years of 
Age, but all other Infants that were born in his 
houſe, a whom we reckon [ſaac. 

Even ſo Faithful People which were Cpu 
from Heathen Idolatry by the Preaching of the 
Goſpel, and Confſing the Faith, were Baptized ; 
when they underſtood their Children to be count- 
ed a =_—_ People of G OD, and yr tar 
was the Tok — 2 pe ww of God, th 
red alſo their Children 
as it is written; Abraham — al the Male 
Children of his Houſe. Semblably we read in the 
Acts and Writings of the Apoſtles, "that after the Ma- 
ſter of the Houſe was turned to the Faith, all the 
whole 
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led they were ſuch as with our Fore . Fu- 


thers came from the Gentiles to the QAuirch, ho be- 
ing yet rude of Faith, they did inſtruct in the Princi- 
of their Belief, and afterward they did Baprtize 
z but the ſame Ancient Fathers notwit i 
did Baptizethe Children of Faithful Men, as I have al» 
— 4 —— | 

nd becauſe you do require a haſty anſwer of your 
Letter of one that is but a dull Writer, I am here en- 
forced to ceaſe particularly to go your Let · 
ter im anſwrring thereto, that Lhave fully an · 
ſwered every part thereof, in that I have already writ- 
tem, although not in ſuch order as it had been meet, 
and as I purpoſed. But foraſmuch as I underſtand 
that you will be no Contentious Man, neither in this 
matter, neither in any other, contrary to che judg- 
ment of Chriſt's Primitive Church, which i the Bo- 


, 


dy and fulnew of Chriſt, 1 deſire you in che incive 


love of him, or rather you by de thãt 
po joy may be perfect, whereto you arg now ca- 
to ſubnit your Judgment to that Church, and 
to be at Pease and Unity with the ſame ; that the Coat 
of Chriſt which oughttobe without Seam, but now 
alas, moſt miſerably is tora in pieces by many dange- 
rous Sects and Damnable Opinions, may appear by you 
head ce Dog ds, might take an entampe by 
in theſe . an 
you to diſſent from Chriſt's true Church : 1 beſeech 
thee Dear Brother in the 
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the Left. Then ſhall Death, beit neverſo bitter, be. 


more ſweeter than this Life; then ſhall Chriſt with all 
the Heavenly Hieruſalem triumphantly imbrace your 


Spirit with unſpeakable Gladneſs and Exahation, 


who in this Earth was content to joyn your _ 
with their Spirits, according as it is commanded by 
the Word, That the Spirit of Prophets ſho uld be 
ſubject to the Prophets. One thing ask with Druid 
ere you depart, and require the ſame, that you may 
dwell with a full accord in his Houſe, for there us 
Glory and Worſhip : And fo with Simeom 10 the Tem- 

le embracing Chriſt, depart in Peace: To the which 


eace Chriſt bring both you and me, and all our lo- 


ving Brethren that love GOD in the IInity of Faith, 


by ſuch ways as ſhall pleaſe him, to bis Glory. Let 


the bitter Paſſion of Chriſt which he ſuffered for 
your ſake, and the Horrible Torments which the 
Godly Martyrs of Chriſt have endured beſore us, and 
alſo the ineſtimable Reward of your Life to come, 
which is hidden yet a little while from you with 


Chriſt, ſtrengthen, comfort, and encourage you to 
the end of that ooh 


Glorious Race. which you are in. 


| Your Yoke-fellowin Captivity for 
Verity of Chriſt 

Hai Chis Oo 
of Faith, | 
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